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how important 
are idioms for the GMAT sentence correction?

Idioms appear just as frequently
as parallelism so... VERY IMPORTANT!

logical predication

agreement

diction

grammatical
construction

idiomsparallelism

rhetorical
construction

verb form
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? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? ?

based on the OG, of the 13-14 Sentence Correction 
questions you see on the GMAT Verbal Section...

about 3-4 of them should test idioms

The chance that, of the 14 sentence correction questions
on the real GMAT, you do not see an idiom question is about 

1 in 100.
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Ability to do X 

Prevent from doing X

Scarcer than hen’s teeth

Raining cats and dogs

kinds of idioms on the GMAT

WHAT THIS EBOOK COVERS
The articles in this ebook cover idioms as well as a bit about diction 

and a bit about rhetorical construction. Idioms are about unique com-
binations of words, which words always “belong together”. Diction 
concerns the meaning of individual words, and whether this single 

word is used properly in a sentence. Rhetorical construction concerns 
the overall flow of a sentence, how a sentence is put together for the 
most clarity and power, but no ambiguity. Discussion of idioms neces-

sarily reaches into these other two areas, so topics in diction and 
rhetorical construction will appear throughout the ebook.
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

The word “from” is a preposition.  This means, it must be followed by a noun — or by some-
thing playing the role of a noun. This latter category includes gerunds and substantive claus-
es.

1) The SEC prohibits folks with inside information about a company from trading that com-
pany’s stocks and options.

2) The state senator strove to distinguish his party’s nuanced position on immigration from 
what the controversial fringe group advocates.

In sentence #1, the object of “from” is a gerund phrase, and in sentence #2, the object is a 
substantive clause.   Incidentally, both of these are exemplary of idioms involving the word 
“from.”

Some verbs require the word “from.”  Some of these verbs involve some kind of spatial 
separation, at least in their literal sense:

isolate from

separate from

descend from

For other verbs, the separation is not literal and spatial, but conceptual

differ from

prevent A from B

prohibit A from B

the preposition “from”

verbs + “from”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

The words “to” and “from” are used for approach and receding, from A to B, both literally and 
ͤJXUDWLYHO\�

���*HQHUDO�6KHUPDQ�PDUFKHG�IURP�$WODQWD�WR�6DYDQQDK��GHVWUR\LQJ�HYHU\WKLQJ�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\�

5) Whereas a modern American feast is said to go “from soup to nuts”, an ancient Roman 
EDQTXHW�ZHQW�DE�RYR�XVTXH�DG�SRPR��̸IURP�WKH�HJJ�WR�WKH�DSSOH̹��

���6YLDWRVODY�5LFKWHU̴V�UHSHUWRLUH�UDQJHG�IURP�ZRUNV�E\�HLJKWHHQWK�FHQWXU\�%DURTXH�FRPSRV-
HUV��VXFK�DV�%DFK�DQG�+DQGHO��WR�FRQWHPSRUDU\�FRPSRVLWLRQV��E\�6RYLHW�FRPSRVHUV�VXFK�DV�
6KRVWDNRYLFK�DQG�3URNRͤHY��VRPH�RI�ZKRVH�ZRUNV�5LFKWHU�SUHPLHUHG�

Notice, in that last sentence the idiom “to range from A to B“��D�ZD\�RI�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKH�OLWHUDO�
RU�ͤJXUDWLYH�H[WHQW�RI�VRPHWKLQJ�

)RU�ERWK�̸SUHYHQW̹�DQG�̸SURKLELW̹��WKH�REMHFW�RI�̸IURP̹�LV�DOPRVW�DOZD\V�D�JHUXQG�̱��̸WR�
SUHYHQW�VRPHRQH�IURP�WDONLQJ̹��̸WR�SURKLELW�FLWL]HQV�RI�RQH�VWDWH�IURP�VXLQJ�D�DQRWKHU�VWDWH�̹

$QRWKHU�XQXVXDO�̸IURP̹�LGLRP�LQYROYHV�WKH�YHUE�̸WR�FKRRVH̹���:KHQ�D�SHUVRQ�FKRRVHV�DQ�
DFWLRQ��ZH�VD\�WKDW�SHUVRQ�̸FKRRVHV�WR�GR�;̹�̱�WKH�DFWLRQ�LV�H[SUHVVHG�DV�DQ�LQͤQLWLYH���
:KHQ�ZH�DUH�GLVFXVVLQJ�WKH�YDULRXV�RSWLRQV�DYDLODEOH�WR�WKH�SHUVRQ�FKRRVLQJ��ZH�XVH�WKH�
idiom:

choose from

+HUH��WKH�REMHFW�RI�̸IURP̹�LV�WKH�VHW�RU�OLVW�RI�DYDLODEOH�RSWLRQV�

���&RQJUHVV�EDONHG�ZKHQ�3UHVLGHQW�5HDJDQ�FKRVH�5REHUW�%RUN�IURP�DOO�DYDLODEOH�IHGHUDO�
MXGJHV�

+HUH��WKH�SKUDVH�̸DOO�DYDLODEOH�IHGHUDO�MXGJHV̹�JLYHV�WKH�DUUD\�RI�RSWLRQV�IURP�ZKLFK�WKH�
FKRLFH�ZDV�PDGH�

verbs + “from”

spacial relationships

6

http://magoosh.com/gmat/2013/gmat-idiom-ebook
http://gmat.magoosh.com/?utm_source=GMAT&utm_medium=eBook&utm_campaign=Idiom


“From”

Have feedback or questions?
http://magoosh.com/gmat/2013/gmat-idiom-ebook http://gmat.magoosh.com

PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

“difference”
Above, I cited a verb idiom involving the preposition “from”: to differ from

The adjective form “different” also follows this form: different from

7) Few can say whether a chaconne is truly different from a passacaglia.  

Sometimes a root word retains the same idiom as it changes from one grammatical form to 

another.

Another idiom the verb differ follows is to differ in. Here, we are not describing the two 

SDUWLHV�ZKR�GLIIHU��EXW�UDWKHU�WKH�ͤHOG�RU�GLVFLSOLQH�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�GLIIHU

8) Representative Hostettler and Representative Frank differ in their position on gay mar-

riage.

The noun form “difference” shares this latter idiom with the verb and follows its own idioms:

difference in, difference between, and difference with respect to.

9) The president and prime minister have no difference in standing on the proposed trade 

bill.

10) Ethicists ordinarily underscore the difference between “white lies’, designed to protect 

the feelings of others, and lies of malice motivated by venal self-interest.

11) Since the Senator’s reelection, political commentators have remarked on subtle differ-

ences with respect to his portrayal of the tax reform.

The “between” idiom indicates the parties that differ, while the “in” or “with respect to” 

GHVFULEH�WKH�VXEMHFW�RU�ͤHOG�RI�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH��HLWKHU�RQH�RI�WKHVH�ODWWHU�FDQ�EH�FRPELQHG�ZLWK�
the “between” idiom:

12) The difference in hitting technique between Babe Ruth and Ted Williams is the subject of 

endless debate.

13) Between the original 1937 movie and the current remake, critics have noted differences 

with respect to the murderer’s motivations.
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

The word “to” is a preposition.  This means, it must be followed by a noun — or by something 
playing the role of a noun.   This latter category includes gerunds and substantive clauses.

���,�DWWULEXWH�P\�ODFN�RI�DFXPHQ�WR�VWD\LQJ�XS�ODWH�HYHU\�QLJKW�IRU�WKH�SDVW�ͤYH�QLJKWV���

2) He acknowledges no responsibility to whoever may use the room after him.

In #1, the object of “to” is a gerund phrase, and in #2, the object of “to” is a substantive 
clause.  Both of these sentences follow idiomatic structures we will examine below.

7KH�SUHSRVLWLRQ�̸WR̹�DOVR�EHJLQV�LQͤQLWLYH���$Q�LQͤQLWLYH�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�D�
prepositional phrase.  This blog article is discussing preposition phrases involving “to”, 
including words and phrase that idiomatically demand this preposition.  There’s a whole 
RWKHU�SRVW�RQ�YHUEV�WKDW�LGLRPDWLFDOO\�UHTXLUH�LQͤQLWLYHV��DQRWKHU�WRSLF�QHFHVVDULO\�IRU�
SHUIRUPLQJ�ZHOO�RQ�*0$7�6HQWHQFH�&RUUHFWLRQ�

The preposition “to” generally connote motion toward something, and many of its uses retain 
something of that connotation.

the preposition “to”

$JDLQ��MXVW�WR�EH�SHUIHFWO\�FOHDU��WKLV�VHFWLRQ�LV�DERXW�YHUEV�WKDW�UHTXLUH�D�SUHSRVLWLRQDO�SKUDVH�
EHJLQQLQJ�ZLWK�̸WR̹�̱�VHH�SS��������IRU�YHUEV�WKDW�UHTXLUH�LQͤQLWLYHV����7KH�IROORZLQJ�WZR�
YHUEV�UHTXLUH�D�SUHSRVLWLRQDO�SKUDVH�EHJLQQLQJ�ZLWK�̸WR̹�

attribute to

conform to

contribute to

verbs + “to”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

When we attribute something (A) to someone (B), we are saying that we think person B has 
the quality or skill or talent of A; that something, A, can also be a real-world achievement or 
accomplishment.  The “credit” for the talented or achievement, as it were, “travels” to the 
person to whom the attribution was made: this is why the preposition “to” is used.

3) Despite initial controversies, mathematicians now universally attribute the proof of 
Fermat’s Last Theorem to Andrew Wiles.

When we contribute something (A) to someone (B), we are giving (A) a gift or donation to B.   
,Q�PRVW�FRQWH[WV�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�*0$7��ZKHQ�WKH�REMHFW�FRQWULEXWHG�LV�RWKHUZLVH�XQVSHFLͤHG��LW�
is assumed to be money.   The gift or whatever is contributed “moves toward” the one who 
receives it.

4) Warren Buffet contributes substantially to philanthropic and charitable organizations.

5) In one of the remarkable collaborations of music history, Paul McCartney would contribute 
more complex and interesting harmonies to John Lennon‘s songs, and in turn, Lennon would 
contribute mind-bending phrases to McCartney’s lyrics.

The idiom involving the verb “conform” is a little more unusual.   When I say I conform A to B, 
then A is usually something under my control (my behavior, my habits, etc.), and B is some 
kind of more universal standard or set of rules.  The connotation is that B is based in some 
sort of authority, and A is something which should be governed by this authority.

6) Professor Higgins argued that status of the various races, with respect to the American 
legal system, still does not conform to the Fourteenth Amendment‘s lofty idea of “equal 
protection under the law.”  

7) The CFO estimated that Fomalhaut Corporation would have to spend more than $7 million 
in order to conform completely to the full panoply of EPA regulations.

verbs + “to”

9

http://magoosh.com/gmat/2013/gmat-idiom-ebook
http://gmat.magoosh.com/?utm_source=GMAT&utm_medium=eBook&utm_campaign=Idiom


“TO”

Have feedback or questions?
http://magoosh.com/gmat/2013/gmat-idiom-ebook http://gmat.magoosh.com

PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

Of course, the GMAT Sentence Correction loves comparisons.  The following comparative 
forms use the preposition “to”

compare A to B
compare to
compared to (or compared with)
in contrast to A, B

Here are some exemplary sentences to demonstrate proper usage.

15) In The Crucible, Arthur Miller compared the activities of the HUAC to the Salem witch 
trials.

16) Warren G. Harding won one of the largest landslide victories in American presidential 
history, but in retrospect, his administration does not compare well to those of virtually all 
other presidents.

17) Compared to/with California, New Jersey has a relatively small coast.

18) Compared to/with other writers of the early 20th century, James Joyce may seem to have 
produced a limited output, if one judges purely by number of books.

19) In contrast to politics throughout Europe, politics in America are influenced much more 
heavily by religion.

20) In contrast to the numerous theorems of Geometry readily accessible to high school 
students, most of the theorems of Number Theory are so sophisticated that only those with 
advanced degrees in mathematics can understand them.

The GMAT does not like the words “compared to” or “compared with” combined with other 
comparative words:

Compared to A, B is taller. 
A has more money, compared to B. 
When compared to A, ... 

Also, adding the word “when” before the word “compared” is always 100% wrong.

comparisons with “to”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

Two adjectives that idiomatically take a prepositional phrase beginning with the preposition 
are:

responsible to

subject to

The very idea of being “responsible” implies someone to whom one is accountable, the 
person to whom one is “responding” (the root meaning of “responsible”).   That authoritative 
person is the object of the preposition “to.”  This relationship with the proposition carries 
over to the noun form, “responsibility.”

8) The CEO of most corporations is responsible to the board that hired him.

9) The senior military leaders on the Joints Chiefs of Staff are responsible to the Secretary of 
Defense, and through this Secretary, to the President of the United States.

10) After the state intervened to save the city from bankruptcy, the mayor asked the state 
senators to clarify and delineate his responsibility to them.

The adjective “subject” implies being controlled by something else, either in a legal sense, or 
in the sense of a natural law, or experiences the consequences of something.   A is subject to 
B if B is the controller or actor having influence on A.

11) Even the President is subject to the law of the land. 

12) The former politician, no longer subject to vituperative attacks in the press, was consid-
ering the possibility of a new campaign.

13) The New York City Subway System, simply because of its gargantuan scale, is subject to 
a relatively high rate of delays.

14) Since the electron is not composed of quarks, it is not subject to the laws of Quantum 
Chromodynamics.

adjectives + “to”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

The word “with” is a preposition.  This means, it must be followed by a noun — or by some-
thing playing the role of a noun.   This latter category includes gerunds and substantive 
clauses.

1) Despite an earlier attempt by Chancourois, historians of science general credit Dmitri 
Mendeleev with formulating the Periodic Table of the Elements.

2)  The Federal Judge argued that his recent controversial ruling was consistent with what 
the framers of the US Constitution thought about a right to privacy.

In sentence #1, the object of “with” is a gerund phrase, and in sentence #2, the object is a 
substantive clause.   Incidentally, both of these are exemplary of idioms involving the word 
“with.” The proposition “with”, as an ordinary preposition, can carry a variety of connotations:

���,�ͤ[HG�WKH�WDEOH�ZLWK�KDPPHU�DQG�QDLOV���LQGLFDWHV�PHDQV�
���,�ͤ[HG�WKH�WDEOH�ZLWK�KDVWH���LQGLFDWHV�PDQQHU�
���,�ͤ[HG�WKH�WDEOH�ZLWK�P\�IULHQG�&KULV���LQGLFDWHV�DFFRPSDQLPHQW�

The idioms below reflect this diversity of usages.

Some verbs require the word “with.”  Here’s a list of the most common verbs that require 
“with”.

agree with, collaborate with, comply with, credit A with B, enamored with, provide with, 
sympathize with

The idioms involving “agree“, “collaborate“, and “sympathize” are most like the accompani-
ment use of “with”, in #5 above: in all three of these, the object of “with” is a person with 
ZKRP�VRPH�KDV�VRPH�NLQG�RI�DIͤOLDWLRQ�RU�DIͤQLW\��RU�WKDW�SHUVRQ̵V�YLHZ�

6) The Human Resources Director does not agree with the CFO’s plans for redesigning the 
employee retirement options.

the preposition “with”

verbs + “with”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

7) Brahms collaborated with the famous violinist Joseph Joachim in composing his Violin 
Concerto.

8) Despite a lifetime of opposition, the nun sympathized with her gravely ill opponent.

Similar to these is the idiom involving “enamored.”  To be “enamored with” someone or 
something is to really like it: it has a connotation of something like romantic infatuation or 
passionate enthusiasm.

9) For many years, Yeats was enamored with Maud Gonne, who rejected Yeats’ marriage 
proposals on four different occasions.

10) Although Jefferson was enamored with the idea of liberty and equal rights for all, the 
Southern delegates to the Continental Congress were successful in demanding that phrases 
condemning slavery be removed from the Declaration of Independence.

The idiom involving “provide” is most like the means example, #3 above. 

Here, the object of the proposition “with” is a physical or metaphorical support given to 
someone.

11) The resupply station provided the hungry soldiers with much-needed food.

12) A young Reagan secretly provided the HUAC with damning information about his fellow 
actors.

13) Aquinas‘ Summa Theologica provided Dante with a vast philosophical system within 
which to frame his famous drama.

The idiom involving both “credit” and “comply” is somewhat analogous to the manner exam-
ple, #4 above, only insofar as the object of “with” is necessarily something abstract. 

verbs + “with”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

In the idiom “to credit A with B“, A is the person who receives the credit, and B is the quality 
or accomplishment attributed to the person.

14) Even his political foes credit the prime minister with exceptional integrity.

����$OWKRXJK�*UHJRU�0HQGHO�HQMR\HG�VFDQW�VFLHQWLͤF�UHFRJQLWLRQ��FXUUHQW�ELRORJLVWV�XQLYHU-
sally credit him with the discovery of genetics.

In the idiom to “comply with X“, the X is a law, a rule, or some other abstract authoritative 
principle.

����7KH�&(2�ͤUHG�WKH�YLFH�SUHVLGHQW�IRU�UHSHDWHGO\�IDLOLQJ�WR�FRPSO\�ZLWK�FRPSDQ\�SROLF\�

verbs + “with”

comparisons

Here are three idioms that, in one way or another, are used in how we would compare or 
relate two things.

compare A with B
contrast A with B
consistent with

One of the many ways to construct a grammatically correct comparison is to use the verb 
“compare” with the preposition with.

16) Early in his career, Darryl Strawberry‘s swing was compared with Ted William‘s.

17) Compared with most Old World wines, California wines are simpler and more fruit domi-
nant.

This latter form, using the participle “compared” + “with”, is common on the GMAT Sentence 
Correction — “Compared with A, B …” — and of course, A and B must be in parallel. For the 
word “contrast”, we need to be careful. 

14
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

comparisons

If we are actively discussing a person who is performing the contrast, then we can say this 

person “contrasts A with B.”

18) In the novel Pudd’nhead Wilson, Mark Twain contrasts the utter privilege enjoyed by the 

aristocracy in the antebellum South with arbitrary and dismal fate of slaves.

Many times, especially on GMAT Sentence Correction, the sentence forms a contrast and 

who is doing the contrast is not important.   By idiom and unlike with “compare”, we do not 

use the participle form of the verb

Contrasted with A, B …

That will always be wrong.  The correct idiom is “In contrast with A, B …”

19) In contrast with the single-book scriptures of each of the three great Western Religions, 

the Pali Canon, the standard collection of the scriptures of Theravada Buddhism, easily would 

ͤOO�D�ODUJH�ERRNFDVH��DOWKRXJK�LURQLFDOO\��%XGGKLVP�LV�PXFK�OHVV�WH[W�EDVHG�WKDQ�DUH�LWV�
Western counterparts.

The idiom involving the adjective “consistent” is similar, although discussion of consistency 

differs from comparisons per se.   When we say A is consistent with B, we generally mean 

WKDW�%�LV�VRPH�ODUJHU�V\VWHP�RU�VHW�RI�UXOHV��DQG�$�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�̸ͤWV�LQWR̹�WKLV�ODUJHU�
system.

20) In Brown vs. the Board of Education, the Supreme Court found that legally enforced 

segregation was not consistent with the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteen Amend-

ment.

����(XFOLG̵V�ͤIWK�SRVWXODWH��WKH�QRWRULRXV�3DUDOOHO�3RVWXODWH��LV�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�RWKHU�IRXU�
postulates, although it cannot be deduced independently from them.
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

The word “of” is a preposition.  This means, it must be followed by a noun — or by something 
playing the role of a noun.   This latter category includes gerunds and substantive clauses.

1) No amount of talking about issues facing the homeless will satisfy their most basic needs 
in the short term.

2) We are now absorbing the unfortunate consequences of what last year’s county adminis-
WUDWLRQ�WKRXJKW�ZRXOG�EHQHͤW�XV�DOO�

In sentence #1, the object of the preposition “of” is a gerund phrase, and in sentence #2, the 
object is a substantive clause.   Incidentally, both of these are exemplary of idioms involving 
the word “of.”

There are three very different verb idioms involving “of”:

consist of
accuse A of B
think of A as B

,Q�WKH�LGLRP�̸$�FRQVLVWV�RI�%̸��$�LV�WKH�FRPSOHWH�REMHFW�RU�WKH�ͤQLVKHG�SURGXFW��DQG�%�LV�WKH�
material of which this product is composed.  It can be used literally, for the actual physical 
material making up an object, or it can be used metaphorically for the content of something.

3) Atomic Theory states that all material objects consist of atoms and that the macroscopic 
properties of objects depend on the microscopic interactions of these atoms.

4) The candidate argued that his opponent’s “New Horizons” program consisted of no more 
than a revision of the former governor’s discredited ideas.

Notice that, idiomatically, we would use the present participle for this verb, “consisting of“, 
but the past participle for two verbs with the same meaning: “made of” and “composed of.”

the preposition “of”

verbs requiring “of”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

Now, a totally different idiom.  When someone accuses A of B, A is the person accused, and B 
is the crime or infraction.

5) Javert accused Valjean of various crimes.

���7KH�,QTXLVLWLRQ�QHYHU�IRUPDOO\�DFFXVHG�*DOLOHR�RI�KHUHV\��RQO\�ͤQGLQJ�KLP�̸YHKHPHQWO\�
suspect of heresy.”

7KH�ͤQDO�LGLRP�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�GLIͤFXOW��WKLQN�RI�$�DV�%���+HUH��$�LV�WKH�SHUVRQ�RU�WKLQJ�XQGHU�
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��DQG�%�LV�D�UROH�RU�D�UDQN�RU�D�PHWDSKRU�IRU�$�

���,�WKLQN�RI�P\�IULHQG�&KULV�DV�D�ZDONLQJ�GLFWLRQDU\�DQG�WKHVDXUXV�

���0DQ\�&KLQHVH�WKLQN�RI�/L�%DL�DV�WKH�VLQJOH�JUHDWHVW�SRHW�LQ�WKHLU�WKUHH�WKRXVDQG�\HDU�ROG�
civilization.

���6RPH�IHPLQLVWV�WKLQN�RI�FKLYDOU\�DV�DQ�RXWPRGHG�VHW�RI�EHKDYLRUV�DQG�YDOXHV�WKDW��GHVSLWH�
WKHLU�SDWLQD�RI�JHQWLOLW\��SURPRWH�GDPDJLQJ�JHQGHU�LQHTXLWLHV�

����)XQGDPHQWDOLVW�&KULVWLDQV�LQ�WKH�86�WKLQN�RI�(YROXWLRQ�DV�PHUHO\�DQ�RSLQLRQ�KHOG�E\�VRPH�
VFLHQWLVWV��ZKHUHDV�PRVW�VFLHQWLVWV�ZULWLQJ�LQ�SHHU�UHYLHZHG�MRXUQDOV�WKLQN�RI�LW�DV�HVWDEOLVKHG�
WUXWK�EH\RQG�DQ\�GRXEW�

7KH�GLYHUVLW\�RI�LGLRPV�LQYROYLQJ�̸RI̹�LV�PLQG�ERJJOLQJ���2QH�FROOHFWLRQ�KDV�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�
FRPSRVLWLRQ�RU�FRQVWLWXHQF\�RI�WKLQJV�

consisting of
made of
composed of
a collection of
a number of
an amount of

verbs requiring “of”

potpourri “of” idioms
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

7KH�ͤUVW�WKUHH�ZHUH�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�VHFWLRQ���0RVW�RWKHU�FROOHFWLYH�QRXQV��RUJDQL-
]DWLRQ��DVVRFLDWLRQ��FURZG��WHDP��KHUG��IORFN��HWF���IROORZ�WKLV�SDWWHUQ���7KH�REMHFW�RI�WKH�SUHSR-
VLWLRQ�̸RI̹�DUH�WKH�SHRSOH�RU�LWHPV�RU�PDWHULDO�WKDW�FRPSRVH�WKH�JURXS��RU�WKH�ZKROH���5HPHP-
EHU�WR�XVH�̸QXPEHU̹�IRU�WKLQJV�\RX�FDQ�FRXQW��DQG�̸DPRXQW̹�IRU�XQFRXQWDEOH�EXON�

����$�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�FRDO�PLQHUV�GHYHORS�SQHXPRFRQLRVLV�

����7KH�DPRXQW�RI�UHYHQXH�WKDW�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�JRYHUQPHQW�FROOHFWV�IURP�SD\UROO�WD[HV�LQ�
WKH�86�LV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�HTXDO�WR�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�UHYHQXH�IURP�SHUVRQDO�LQFRPH�WD[HV�

$QRWKHU�FORVHO\�UHODWHG�LGLRP�

chance of
probability of

:KHQ�ZH�VSHDN�RI�D�̸FKDQFH�RI�$̹�RU�D�̸SUREDELOLW\�RI�$̸��$�LV�WKH�HYHQW�ZKRVH�SUREDELOLW\�ZH�
DUH�GLVFXVVLQJ���7KLV�HYHQW�$�PD\�EH�DQ�RUGLQDU\�QRXQ��RU�HYHQ�D�JHUXQG�RU�JHUXQG�SKUDVH��
EXW�WKH�*0$7�GRHV�QRW�OLNH�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ

>SUHSRVLWLRQ@>QRXQ@>SDUWLFLSLDO�SKUDVH@

,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�WDON�DERXW�WKDW�PXFK�DFWLRQ��\RX�QHHG�D�IXOO�̸WKDW̹�FODXVH�ZLWK�D�>QRXQ@���>YHUE@���
'RQ̵W�WU\�WR�ZHGJH�D�IXOO�DFWLRQ�LQWR�D�SUHSRVLWLRQ�SKUDVH�XVLQJ�D�QRXQ�	�D�SDUWLFLSLDO�SKUDVH��
FKDQFH�WKDW�RU�SUREDELOLW\�WKDW

����2Q�D�ͤYH�FDUG�GUDZ�IURP�D�IXOO�GHFN��WKH�FKDQFH�RI�GUDZLQJ�D�̸UR\DO�IOXVK̹�LV���������WR���

����7KH�SUREDELOLW\�WKDW�D�SOD\HU�ZLOO�KLW�IRXU�KRPHUXQV�LQ�D�VLQJOH�EDVHEDOO�JDPH�LV�YHU\�ORZ��
WKLV�IHDW�KDV�KDSSHQHG�RQO\�VL[WHHQ�WLPHV�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�0DMRU�/HDJXH�%DVHEDOO�

,I�WKLV�ODVW�VHQWHQFH�KDG�EHHQ�SKUDVHG�̸7KH�SUREDELOLW\�RI�D�SOD\HU�KLWWLQJ�̹̿��WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�
WKH�IRUP�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�*0$7�REMHFWV�

2QH�LGLRP�PHWDSKRULFDOO\�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�̸FRQVWLWXHQF\̹�LGLRP�DERYH�LV�

capable of

potpourri “of” idioms
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

Many prepositions consist of only one word, but in a few instances, two words together 

function as a single preposition.  Four of these involve “of”:

because of
instead of
as of
out of

Here, when we say A is capable of B, A is the person and B is an action.  Metaphorically, A 

“contains” or “is made of” the capacity to do B.  Often, this plain statement, “A is capable of 

B”, can be rephrased more concisely using “can.”  Nevertheless, this flexible idiom can appear 

in a number of other guises:

15) The detective considered the culprit capable of cold-blooded murder.

16) The swan, capable of flying long distances, is much more frequently depicted on water 

than in the air.

Two words follow a very different idiom with “of”

result of
consequence of

Whether we say A is a result of B or A is a consequence of B, we are saying B is the cause 

and A is the effect.

17) Skin cancer is often the result of many years of sunbathing.

18) Unemployment is often an unintended consequence of raising interest rates.

2QFH�DJDLQ��LW̵V�ͤQH�WR�KDYH�D�JHUXQG�RU�JHUXQG�SKUDVH��EXW�LI�WKH�FDVH�LQYROYHV�ERWK�D�QRXQ�
and a verb, we could no longer use the preposition “of” — we would have to change around 

the entire sentence.

potpourri “of” idioms

compounds
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

!

Out of Africa

compounds
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

special combinations
Finally, here are three particular combinations of terms with prepositions that you need to 
know:

in danger of
in violation of
on account of

In the idiom in danger of A, A is some penalty or unfortunate consequence.
25) The sophomore who hosted all the keg parties was in danger of failing all of his classes.

26) If the government of Greece defaults on its national loans, the country will be in danger of 
losing its Eurozone membership.

In the idiom in violation of A, A is the law or principle that the agent is violating.

27) Republicans have argued that the PPACA is in violation of the Commerce Clause.

28) The cultural critic pointed out that the behavior depicted on prime-time television is in 
violation of most of the Commandments.

29) In Euclidean Geometry, a triangle whose angles had a sum other than 180° would be in 
violation of the Parallel Postulate.

Finally, a very tricky case: the idiom on account of is roughly synonymous to the idiom 
because of.  The latter is more natural in most cases, and usually lends itself to a more 
concise phrasing.  The former is more pretentious and verbose, which makes it appropriate, 
say, for legal-ese, but not particularly appropriate for the GMAT.

30a) On account of the stock market’s sudden and precipitous rise, the bond market has 
rallied over the past few days.
30b) Because of the stock market’s sudden and precipitous rise, the bond market has rallied 
over the past few days.

Technically, both versions of the previous sentence are correct.  Nevertheless, I have never 
seen the idiom “on account of” part of a correct answer on the GMAT Sentence Correction.   
On the one hand, be suspicious if you see Sentence Correct answer choices involving “on 
account of”, but on the other hand, know that it is technically correct.
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

The word “for” is a preposition.  This means, it must be followed by a noun — or by some-

thing playing the role of a noun.   This latter category includes gerunds and substantive 

clauses.

1) Someone who doesn’t understand baseball well is likely to mistake running as part of a 

hit-and-run play for stealing a base.

2) The teachers chaperoning the dance are not responsible for whatever may happen on the 

way home afterwards.

In sentence #1, the object of the preposition “for” is a gerund phrase, and in sentence #2, the 

object is a substantive clause.   Incidentally, both of these are exemplary of idioms involving 

the word “for.”

First of all, the word “for” can be used in an indirect object construction, and so one can “do a 

favor for someone“, “say a prayer for someone“, “bake a cake for someone“, etc.   This con-

struction tends to arise in either narrative or in informal day-to-day conversation, so it is 

unlikely to appear in the academic and professional passages on the GMAT.  Nevertheless, 

this structure gives a hint to some of the core meanings of its uses.  If one is “for a cause”, 

then one supports that cause and is in favor of it.   Many of the uses of “for” carry this sup-

porting or favorable connotation.

Two verbs with idioms that require a “for” prepositional phrase are

argue for
allow for

the preposition “for”

uses of “for”

verbs requiring “for”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

The structure argue for is very much in line with the “for a cause” idiom mentioned above.   If 
I argue for X, that X is some position or perspective or opinion or point-of-view that I support.

3) The senator argued for naming the new veteran’s hospital in his state after Omar Bradley.

The opposite idiom — if one person argues for X, then his opponent may argue against X.   
The prepositions “for” & “against” form a natural pair of opposites.

The structure allow for is far more complicated and subtle.   One use is the structure P allows 
IRU�4��ZKHUH�3�LV�D�ODZ�RU�VHW�RI�UXOHV�DQG�4�LV�VRPH�DFWLYLW\�RU�VSHFLͤF�FDVH�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�
these rules.

4) The First Amendment allows for free speech, even speech critical of the government.

5) The Heisenberg Uncertainty Relation allows for momentary violations of fundamental laws 
of Physics, such as Conservation of Energy.

A second use is to allow X for Y, where X is some resource (time, money, room, etc.) needed 
to accommodate Y.

6) The county budget does not allow any additional funds for unemployment services.

7) After beginning construction, the developer discovered that the state’s water allocation 
V\VWHP�ZRXOG�QRW�DOORZ�VXIͤFLHQW�GULQNLQJ�ZDWHU�IRU�KLV�SODQQHG�KRXVLQJ�GHYHORSPHQW�

8) Baseball’s unique structure allows essentially unlimited time for the resolution of events at 
the end of a game.

A more abstract use of this idiom to allow for J�KDV�WKH�PHDQLQJ��WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�H[WHQXDW-
ing conditions, to give consideration to contingencies.   In this construction, J is the quality or 
FKDUDFWHULVWLF�WKDW�ZRXOG�H[FXVH�RU�SURYLGH�PLWLJDWLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�VRPHRQH�

9) Allowing for the young person’s rash judgment, the police decided to drop all charges.

����7KH�FDUHHU�QXPEHUV�7HG�:LOOLDPV�SURGXFHG�DUH�HYHQ�PRUH�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�ZKHQ�ZH�DOORZ�
for his two long stints in the armed services during his prime.

verbs requiring “for”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

Three further verbs form a set of related idioms involving “for”

substitute A for B
mistake A for B
VDFULͤFH�$�IRU�%

In all three, A is someone or something that “takes the place” of B.   When we say we are 
going to substitute A for B, we are saying that, in some context, we will replace B with A.  This 
is precisely how we use the terminology in math: “substitute (2x + 7) for y.”  We use it with the 
very same meaning in any one of a number of other contexts:

11) On the World Series roster, the manager substituted a rookie for the injured veteran.

����6KH�VXEVWLWXWHV�PDSOH�V\UXS�IRU�FDQH�VXJDU�LQ�KHU�PXIͤQ�UHFLSHV�

13) Critics of the Soviet Union argued that the Bolsheviks merely substituted one oppressive 
despotic system for another.

Notice, incidentally — when we substitute A for B��%�LV�JRQH�DQG�$�LV�SDUW�RI�WKH�ͤQDO�SURGXFW��
but when we replace A with B��$�LV�JRQH�DQG�%�LV�SDUW�RI�WKH�ͤQDO�SURGXFW�

The idiom to mistake A for B is like a “substitution” that happens entirely in one person’s 
head.   If I mistake A for B, then A is the real person or situation at hand, and through my 
mistake, I don’t recognize A — for whatever reason, I instead am under the mistaken impres-
sion that B is at hand, rather than A.

14) The students, seeing an image of Henry David Thoreau, mistook him for Lincoln.

15) The inexperienced investors mistook a short-covering rally for a major upturn in the 
market.

verbs requiring “for”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

7KH�LGLRP�WR�VDFULͤFH�$�IRU�%�DOVR�LV�OLNH�D�NLQG�RI�VXEVWLWXWLRQ���,Q�WKLV�LGLRP��$�LV�WKH�UHVRXUFH�
RU�DVVHW�WKDW�RQH�JLYHV�XS��ZLWK�WKH�VSHFLͤF�LQWHQWLRQ�RI�DWWDLQLQJ�%��VRPH�GHVLUHG�FRQGLWLRQ�
RU�UHVXOW�

����7KH�H[HFXWLYH�ZDV�QRW�ZLOOLQJ�WR�VDFULͤFH�KLV�LQWHJULW\�IRU�WKH�OXFUDWLYH�GHDO�

����,Q�WKH�KLQGVLJKW�RI�KLVWRU\��1HYLOOH�&KDPEHUODLQ�LV�VHHQ�DV�KDYLQJ�VDFULͤFHG�WKH�6XGHWHQ-
ODQG�IRU�ZKDW�KH�QDLYHO\�WKRXJKW�ZRXOG�EH�̸SHDFH�IRU�RXU�WLPHV�̹

����7KH�WKLQN�WDQN̵V�SDSHU�DUJXHG�WKDW�WKH�IHGHUDO�GHEW��LQ�HIIHFW��VDFULͤFHV�WKH�SURVSHULW\�RI�
IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV�IRU�RXU�RZQ�XQEULGOHG�FRQVXPSWLRQ�

verbs requiring “for”

7KLV�LGLRP�LV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�VDPH�URRW�ZRUG�WDNLQJ�WKH�VDPH�SUHSRVLWLRQ�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�
IRUPV���%RWK�WKH�QRXQ�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�DQG�WKH�DGMHFWLYH�UHVSRQVLEOH�WDNH�WKH�SUHSRVLWLRQ�̸IRU̹

responsibility for
responsible for

,Q�ERWK�FDVHV��WKH�DJHQW�ZKR�̸LV�UHVSRQVLEOH̹�RU�ZKR�̸KDV�UHVSRQVLELOLW\̹�LV�WKH�SHUVRQ�WKLQJ�
RQ�ZKRP�HYHQWV�GHSHQG��DQG�WKH�REMHFW�RI�WKH�SUHSRVLWLRQ�̸IRU̹�LV�WKH�SURFHVV�RU�HYHQW��RU�
SHUVRQ�RU�WKLQJ�WKDW�WKH�VXEMHFW�FRQWUROV�RU�LQIOXHQFHV�

����7KH�3UHVLGHQW�LV�XOWLPDWHO\�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�DFWLRQV�RI�WKH�HQWLUH�([HFXWLYH�%UDQFK�RI�
WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�

����:KLOH�WKH�0RRQ̵V�JUDYLWDWLRQ�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�RYHUDOO�F\FOH�RI�WKH�WLGHV��WKH�6XQ̵V�
JUDYLWDWLRQ�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�VSULQJ�WLGHV�DQG�QHDS�WLGHV�

����3DWLHQWV̵�ULJKWV�JURXSV�FRPSODLQHG�WKDW�WKH�SURSRVHG�PHGLFDO�PDOSUDFWLFH�UHIRUP�HVVHQ-
WLDOO\�ZRXOG�DEVROYH�GRFWRUV�RI�DQ\�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�WKHLU�SURIHVVLRQDO�GHFLVLRQV�

“responsible/responsibility for”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

This idiom is unique.  In a way, this is a grammatical idiom that derives from formal logic.   

When we say For every A, B, we are saying that A is some category with multiple members, 

DQG�IRU�VRPH�UHDVRQ��OHJDO�RU�PDWKHPDWLFDO�RU�VFLHQWLͤF�RU�̿���ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�IRU�HDFK�
member in this category, B is true.   Sometimes it is used to express ratios in a population 

�̸)RU�HYHU\���SHRSOH�ZKR�GR�;����SHRSOH�GR�<�̹�

����)RU�HYHU\�KLJK�VFKRRO�EDVHEDOO�SOD\HU�ZKR�HYHQWXDOO\�ULVHV�WR�D�FDUHHU�LQ�WKH�0DMRU�
League, more than 360 other high school baseball players never go so far.

����%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�GRPLQDQFH�RI�PDWWHU�RYHU�DQWLPDWWHU��DW�OHDVW�LQ�RXU�6RODU�6\VWHP��VRPH�
theoretical physicists doubt that there truly is a positron for every electron.

����7KH�)XQGDPHQWDO�7KHRUHP�RI�$ULWKPHWLF�VWDWHV�WKDW�IRU�HYHU\�QDWXUDO�QXPEHU��WKH�QXP-

ber’s prime factorization is unique.

“for” every A, B
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

A preposition must be followed by a noun — or by something playing the role of a noun.   This 
latter category includes gerunds and substantive clauses.

1) Charles Lindbergh argued against entering World War II on the side of the Allies.

2) The CEO state he was prejudice against whoever thought his predecessor’s Seven-Point 
Plan was a sound way to run the corporation. 

In sentence #1, the object of the preposition “against” is a gerund phrase, and in sentence #2, 
the object is a substantive clause.   Incidentally, both of these are exemplary of idioms involv-
ing these prepositions.

The preposition “against” has connotations of conflict and opposition.  The most important 
idioms associated with “against” are:

prejudiced against
protect from/against
argue with/against
ͤJKW�ZLWK�DJDLQVW
victory over/against

Etymologically, the word “prejudice” simply means to pre-judge, and that pre-judging could 
be favorable or unfavorable, but in modern English, the word “prejudice” carries the connota-
tion of having pre-judged in a way that is unfavorable.  The most discussed kind of prejudice 
is racial prejudice, though of course one could be prejudice about many other issues.  
Because of the negative connotation, we use the preposition “against” with “prejudice.”

3) Prejudiced against short term securities, she only invested in options with more than a 
year before expiration.

the preposition “against”

prejudiced “against”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

The pair of idioms “argue with” vs. “argue against” is tricky.  If we are speaking about the 
manner of one’s arguing, then we always use “with”:

6) The charismatic lawyer always argued his case with tremendous persuasive powers.

If we are discussing the idea or cause one opposes, then we always use “against.”

7) Glenn Gould argued against the strict necessity for using original instruments in perfor-
mance of Baroque music.

8) Athanasius spent his life arguing against the Arian interpretation of Christianity.

If the object of the preposition is a person, then the difference between “argue with [person]” 
YV��̸DUJXH�DJDLQVW�>SHUVRQ@̹�LV�VXEWOH���,Q�JHQHUDO��LI�WKH�DIͤOLDWLRQ�RU�ERQG�EHWZHHQ�WZR�SHRSOH�
is stronger than their conflict —- the relationship is ongoing, and the conflict is temporary by 
comparison —- then we would use “with” — husband & wife argue with one another; brother 
argues with sister; student argues with teacher.  In general, if the conflict is the essential 
GHͤQLQJ�IHDWXUH�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�̱�LI�$�GLGQ̵W�KDYH�DQ�DUJXPHQW�ZLWK�%��WKHQ�$�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�
have any relationship at all with B —- then we would use “against.”  This is not a 
hard-and-fast rule, and in some contexts, either would be correct.

9) In the famous Scope trial, conservative Christian William Jennings Bryan argued against 
progressive libertarian lawyer Clarence Darrow.

The distinction between these two is very much like the distinction between “argue with” vs. 
̸DUJXH�DJDLQVW�̹��:H�FHUWDLQO\�ZRXOG�XVH�̸ZLWK̹�WR�GHVFULEH�HLWKHU�D�TXDOLW\�RI�WKH�ͤJKWLQJ��̸KH�
IRXJKW�ZLWK�GLJQLW\̹��RU�D�SK\VLFDO�WRRO�XVHG�LQ�ͤJKWLQJ��̸KH�IRXJKW�ZLWK�EUDVV�NQXFNOHV̸�����:H�
use “against” for any idea or cause or movement one opposes.

10) The Song of Roland depicts Roland‘s enemies as Muslims, but in reality, at the Battle of 
Roncevaux Pass, Roland fought against Basque Christians.

“argue with/against”

“fight with/against”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

These two are virtually identical — the  latter seems somewhat more common in sports 
journalist.  For the purposes of GMAT Sentence Correction, both victory over and victory 
against are correct and imply no discernible difference in meaning.  Both are used to describe 
the party or thing defeated in the victory.

16) The passage of the Twenty First Amendment, repealing the Eighteenth, was a decisive 
victory against the temperance movement.

17) Arising from highly controversial ideas about the physical world, Quantum Mechanics 
consolidated a clear victory over Classical Mechanics in the 1920s.

����7\FKR�%UDKH�KRSHG�WR�XVH�KLV�H[WHQVLYH�REVHUYDWLRQDO�GDWD�RI�SODQHWDU\�SRVLWLRQV�WR�ͤJKW�
against the Copernican system.

$V�ZLWK�̸DUJXH̹��ZH�WHQG�WR�VD\�̸ͤJKW�ZLWK�>D�SHUVRQ@̹�LI�WKH�RQJRLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS�LV�PRUH�
HQGXULQJ�DQG�RU�PRUH�HVVHQWLDO�WKDQ�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�FRQIOLFW��ZH�WHQG�WR�VD\�̸ͤJKW�DJDLQVW�
>D�SHUVRQ@̹�LI�WKH�FRQIOLFW�LV�WKH�SULPDU\�PRGH�RI�UHODWLQJ��$JDLQ��WKLV�LV�QRW�D�VWULFW�UXOH��DQG�LQ�
some contexts, either would be correct.

12) In the “Thrilla in Manila“, on October 1, 1975, Muhammad Ali‘s fought with Joe Frazier for 
WKH�WKLUG�DQG�ͤQDO�WLPH�

13) Behind closed doors, the CFO argued with the head of the corporation’s legal team about 
potential impact of the new policy, but publicly, they presented a united front of support.

����,Q�������*HQHUDO�0RQWJRPHU\�ZDV�DVVLJQHG�WR�1RUWK�$IULFD�WR�ͤJKW�DJDLQVW�)LHOG�0DUVKDO�
Erwin Rommel, the “Desert Fox.”

15) After the Second Triumvirate collapse, Octavian fought against Marc Antony and Cleopa-
tra, defeating them decisively at the Battle of Actium.

“fight with/against”

“victory over/against”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

A preposition must be followed by a noun — or by something playing the role of a noun.   This 

latter category includes gerunds and substantive clauses.

1) The CEO refused to expend any more capital on saving the failing divisions.

2) Washington well understood that his long-term success in the War of American Indepen-

dence might well depend on whether Franklin would be able to persuade the French to join as 

allies.

In sentence #1, the object of the preposition “on” is a gerund phrase, and in sentence #2, the 

object is a substantive clause.   Incidentally, both of these are exemplary of idioms involving 

these prepositions.

The preposition “on” literally denotes the surface supporting something (“the book is on the 

table”), and metaphorically, it can refer to a circumstance or the topic of a talk.

3) On formal occasions, the general wore his ceremonial saber.

4) An acknowledged authority on eighteenth century literature, the professor was asked to 

lead a seminar on post-modern poetry.

The three most important idioms involving “on” are

based on

expend (time/money/energy) on

depends on (whether)

the preposition “on”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

First of all, the idiom P is based on Q means would literally mean that Q is the physical foun-
dation on which P sits.  This idiom is rarely used in its strictly literal sense.  More often, Q is 
the evidence or philosophical underpinning that supports P.

5) The schema of punishments described in Dante‘s Inferno is based on the theology of 
Thomas Aquinas.

6LPLODUO\��WKH�LGLRP�EDVHG�RQ�4��3�LV�D�SHUIHFWO\�YDOLG�SDUWLFLSLDO�PRGLͤHU�FRQVWUXFWLRQ����$JDLQ��
Q is the thing doing the supporting, and P is the thing supported.

���%DVHG�RQ����\HDUV�RI�UHVHDUFK�LQ�WKH�ͤHOG��WKH�GRFWRU�KDG�D�KXQFK�WKDW�WKH�QHZ�PHGLFLQH�
would be successful.

+HUH��WKH�SDUWLFLSLDO�SKUDVH�̸EDVHG�RQ����\HDUV�RI�UHVHDUFK�LQ�WKH�ͤHOG̹�PRGLͤHV�WKH�QRXQ�LW�
WRXFKHV��WKH�QRXQ�̸GRFWRU̹�̱�WKH�GRFWRU��LQ�KLV�FDSDFLW\�DV�D�PHGLFDO�SUREOHP�VROYHU��LV�
supported by his years of research.   This is perfectly correct.

This idiom, though, is wantonly abused in colloquial speech.

7) Based on their losing recording alst year, the team doesn’t have a chance this year.

8) Based on your behavior, I am going to punish you.

Both of these might be said colloquially, both are 100% WRONG.  In #7, the team is not sup-
SRUWHG�E\�LWV�ORVLQJ�UHFRUG�ODVW�\HDU�̱�LW�ZRXOG�EH�IDU�PRUH�DFFXUDWH�WR�VD\�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�
“Because the team had a losing record last year, we suspect that ….“   The authoritarian 
VSHDNHU�RI����LV�FHUWDLQ�QRW�VXSSRUWHG�E\�KLV�LQWHUORFXWRU̵V�EDG�EHKDYLRU���$JDLQ��D�̸EHFDXVH̹�
clause would be far more accurate.

“based on”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

If P depends on Q, then Q is the condition or circumstance that either will allow P to happen 

or will affect the quality of P.   In other words, knowing Q will answer some vitally important 

question about P.

12) The location of their wedding reception will depend on the weather.

13) A baseball player’s hitting prowess depends more on his visual abilities than on anything 

else.

In more complex sentences, either P or Q — or both! — from this structure could be a sub-

stantive clause, most typically beginning with the word “whether.”

14) Lincoln felt that issuing the Emancipation Proclamation should depend on whether the 

Army of the Potomac would be able to drive the Confederate forces out of Maryland.

“expend... on”

The verb “to expend” means, in essence, the same thing as the verb “to spend.”  When we 

spend or expend, we are giving away a resource (money, time, energy, etc.) and thereby 

acquiring some good.  In the idiom to expend P on Q, P is the “price”, the resource spent in 

this interaction, and Q is the good “purchased” with this expenditure.  The noun form of this 

same idiom is the expenditure of P on Q.  (For more on verb-forms vs. noun-forms, see this 

post.)

9) The United States has expended over eight-hundred billion dollars on the post-9/11 War 

in Iraq.

10) Having already won a Nobel Prize and garnered international fame, Einstein expended 

WKH�ODVW�WKUHH�GHFDGHV�RI�KLV�OLIH�RQ�DQ�DSSDUHQWO\�IUXLWOHVV�VHDUFK�IRU�D�8QLͤHG�)LHOG�7KHRU\�

11) In the late rounds of a match, a skilled boxer will be parsimonious with powerful punch-

es, preferring not to expend valuable energy on blows that don’t substantially damage his 

opponent.

“depends on”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

15) Whether any individual particle decay sequence occurs depends on whether all relevant 
conversation laws permit it.

16) How easily a name is remembered does not depend on the qualities of that person.

17) What a person fundamentally believes depends surprisingly little on how much that 
person has in her bank account.

18) How soundly a person sleeps on any given night depends on what that person eats in 
the hours immediately before retiring.

Substantive clauses galore!  This idiom lends itself well to them.

“depends on”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

A preposition must be followed by a noun — or by something playing the role of a noun.   This 

latter category includes gerunds and substantive clauses.

1) The lower tariffs, guaranteed by the worldwide treaty, resulted in opening entirely new 

markets to American imports.

2) The premium of a call option is not at all determined by how many open interest contracts 

on that option exist at any given time. 

In sentence #1, the object of the preposition “in” is a gerund phrase, and in sentence #2, the 

object of the preposition “by” is a substantive clause.   Incidentally, both of these are exem-

plary of idioms involving these prepositions.

The preposition “in” denotes containing and inclusion (“in a box“, “in my hand“, “in this book“), 

and this can be metaphorically extended to geographic location (“in Germany“), an area of 

employment (“in retail sales“), or an academic discipline (“in gender studies“).  Two important 

idioms involving “in” are

result in
aid in

7KH�ͤUVW�LV�HDV\���7KH�YHUE�̸WR�UHVXOW̹�LGLRPDWLFDOO\�WDNHV�WKH�SUHSRVLWLRQ�̸LQ̹

3) Alpha decay results in a nucleus with two fewer protons.

4) Gorbachev‘s program of Perestroika ultimately resulted in the dissolution of the Soviet 

Union.

the preposition “in”

idioms involving “aid”

This is a very tricky little word.  When “aid” is used as a verb, the subject is the person provid-

ing help, the direct object is the person helped, and an “in” preposition can be used with a 

gerund to indicate the activity in which help was offered.
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

5) US Marshalls aided James Meredith in attending the University of Mississippi.

When “aid” is used as a noun, the recipients of the help can be objects of either “to” or “for” 
(“aid to refugees”, “aid for victims of the disaster”).   Again, the “in” preposition is followed by 
a gerund and denotes the activity in which help is provided.

���+LV�DLG�LQ�VWXIͤQJ�WKH�HQYHORSHV�ZDV�LQYDOXDEOH�

6a) His aid to stuff the envelopes was invaluable.

7) The agency’s aid in tracking down “deadbeat dads” should not be underestimated. 

The noun “aid” can be followed by a “to” preposition to indicate a recipient, but it is a mistake 
WR�IROORZ�̸DLG̹�ZLWK�DQ�LQͤQLWLYH���7KLV�LV�D�FODVVLF�LGLRP�PLVWDNH�RQ�WKH�*0$7�

This verb is used in the general passive construction.  The complement of the structure P 
[active verb] Q is Q [passive verb] by P.

8) Fred eats the meal.  The meal is eaten by Fred.

9) Dostoyevsky wrote Crime and Punishment.  The Brothers Karamazov was written by 
Dostoyevsky.

$V�D�JHQHUDO�UXOH��WKH�*0$7�IURZQV�RQ�PRVW�SDVVLYH�FRQVWUXFWLRQV�IRU�WKH�PDLQ�YHUE�RI�WKH�
sentence.  BUT — notice that if we use the verb in its past participle form (i.e. “written”), we 
could denote a subject with a “by” preposition and use the participle to modify a noun.  This 
LV�D�PXFK�PRUH�DFFHSWDEOH�VWUXFWXUH�RQ�WKH�*0$7�6HQWHQFH�&RUUHFWLRQ�

10) Written by Dostoyevsky, The Brothers Karamazov is one of the most philosophical novels 
ever composed.

idioms involving “aid”

“by”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

2QH�YHUE�WKDW�SDUWLFXODUO\�OHQGV�LWVHOI�WR�WKH�>SDVW�SDUWLFLSOH@̸E\̹>DFWRU@�PRGLͤHU�VWUXFWXUH�LV�
the verb “to determine.”  If the “determining” is the main fact in a sentence, the GMAT would 
far prefer to see it in the active voice than in the passive voice —– “Moon phrases determine 
tides”, rather than “Tides are determined by Moon phases.”  It’s the nature of this verb, 
though, that it’s much more frequently in a modifying role I a complex GMAT-like sentence — 
KHQFH��LWV�IUHTXHQW�DSSHDUDQFH�LQ�WKH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�PRGLͤHU�VWUXFWXUH�

13) Determined primarily by Moon phase, ocean tides take on bizarre and idiosyncratic 
patterns in enclosed harbors, such as New York Harbor and the San Francisco Bay.

14) A human is not responsible for his face during youth, a face determined almost exclu-
sively by genetics, but arguably is responsible for his wizened face in old age, a face deter-
mined largely by lifelong emotional patterns.

15) Determined strictly by the Black-Scholes model, the price of a stock option will rise 
VLJQLͤFDQWO\�ZKHQ�WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�VWRFN�HQWHUV�D�SHULRG�RI�YRODWLOLW\�

11) Feeling unappreciated by the Revolutionary American leadership, Benedict Arnold decid-
ed to join the British.

12) The “Caprice in A minor“, originally composed by Paganini as a virtuoso piece for solo 
violin, served as the basis of solo piano works by Schumann and Brahms as well as an 
extended concert work by Rachmaninov.

$OO�RI�WKHVH�XVH�PRGLͤHUV�RI�WKH�IRUP�>SDVW�SDUWLFLSOH@̸E\̹>DFWRU@�̱�FOHDUO\��PRVW�DFWLYH�YHUEV�
in English could be plugged into this formula.  Two special cases deserve further attention: 
determined by and fascinated by.

“by”

“determined by”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

Finally, let’s sort out tricky idiom issue, the fascinating issue of the verb “to fascinate.”  As 
with all other verbs, this verb can be plugged into the modify formula: [past participle]“by”[ac-
tor].  For this verb, this is the idiom fascinated by.  This idiom, by itself, is not surprising.

����)DVFLQDWHG�E\�WKH�SHFXOLDULWLHV�RI�'XEOLQ��-R\FH�ͤOOHG�KLV�QRYHOV�ZLWK�D�P\ULDGV�UHIHUHQFH�
to every corner of the city.

It gets trickier when we consider the noun form, “fascination.”  The noun “fascination” idiom-
atically takes the preposition “with” —- fascination with.  This is an important case in which 
the required idiomatic preposition changes when the word changes from verb to noun.

17) A lifelong fascination with the Dies Irae theme haunts all of Rachmaninov‘s major works.

Both fascinated by and fascination with are correct idioms, and very predictable mistake 
patterns on the GMAT Sentence Corrections are these two with the prepositions swapped 
—– “fascinated with” and “fascination by” — both 100% incorrect.

“fascinated by” & “fascination with”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

A preposition must be followed by a noun — or by something playing the role of a noun.   

This latter category includes gerunds and substantive clauses.

1) Most people worry about speaking in front of large groups.

2) The dictator was surprisingly indifferent towards whoever criticized his policies. 

In sentence #1, the object of the preposition “about” is a gerund phrase, and in sentence #2, 

the object of the preposition “towards” is a substantive clause.   Incidentally, both of these 

are exemplary of idioms involving these prepositions. 

The word “indifferent” and its idiom indifferent towards are tricky.  The meaning of the word 

“indifferent” has absolutely nothing to do with the meaning of the word “different.”  The word 

“indifferent” means “having no particular concern, interest, or sympathy.” The word can have 

the connotation of “callous, unfeeling”, as when one is “indifferent towards another’s suffer-

ing.”  The word also can have the connotation of healthy balance and good emotional 

boundaries, as when one is “indifferent towards mindless criticism.”  The noun form takes 

the same preposition: indifference towards.  This idiom lends itself well to substantive claus-

es beginning with “whether” or “how”.

3) A student indifferent towards the niceties of grammar cannot expect to do well on GMAT 

Sentence Correction.

4) In the Overland Campaign, Grant pushed relentlessly forward, seemingly indifferent 

towards how many men he lost.

5) The Viet Cong fought bitterly for three decades, indifferent towards whether their enemy 

was the French, the Americans, or the South Vietnamese.

four more prepositions

“indifferent/indifference towards”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

The word “worry”, in both its noun and verb form, idiomatically takes the preposition “about.”  
An example with a gerund is given in #1 above, and this idiom also lends itself to substantive 
clauses.

9) The morning of the wedding, the bride worried about the weather.

10) Americans don’t understand probability: people who smoke a pack a day worry about 
getting struck by lightning!

11) Unlike other great American generals, George Washington frequently had to worry about 
whether he would be able to pay his loyal troops.

This is a tricky idiom.  When we say to model P after Q or Q is modeled after P, Q is the prod-
uct or creation that’s the focus of the sentence, and this creation Q was fashioned with some 
earlier product or creation, P, in mind.  P is the model on which Q is based.

6) St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Fifth Avenue in New York is modeled after the Cathedral of 
Cologne.

7) Beethoven modeled his Third Piano Concerto, in C minor, after Mozart‘s K491 Piano Con-
certo, also in C minor.

8) Many European intellectual landmarks, from Spinoza‘s Ethics to Newton‘s Principia, were 
modeled after the rigorous structure of Euclid‘s Elements.

“model after”

“worry about”
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

“dated at”

7KLV�LV�D�GLIͤFXOW�FRQVWUXFWLRQ���0RVW�*0$7�WDNHUV�DUH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUG�̸GDWH̹�DV�D�
QRXQ��DQG�SUREDEO\�DUH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�̸GDWH̹�DV�D�YHUE�LQ�WKH�VHQVH�RI�DQ�DPRURXV�HQFRXQWHU�
̱��D�XVH�RI�WKH�ZRUG�KLJKO\�XQOLNHO\�WR�DSSHDU�RQ�WKH�*0$7��̱��EXW�IHZHU�DUH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�
WKH�YHUE�̸WR�GDWH̹�PHDQLQJ�̸WR�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�GDWH�RI�̹��7KLV�XVDJH�LV�FRPPRQ�LQ�DFDGHPLF�
ZULWLQJ��DQG�WKHUHIRUH�LV�FRPPRQ�RQ�WKH�*0$7���,Q�WKH�LGLRPV�WR�GDWH�3�DW�4�DQG�3�LV�GDWHG�DW�
4��3�LV�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�HYHQW�RU�REMHFW��DQG�4�LV�DOZD\V�TXLWH�VSHFLͤFDOO\�D�WLPH�̱��HLWKHU�D�\HDU�
RU�SHULRG�RU�DQ\WKLQJ�HOVH�WKDW�LQGLFDWHG�DJH�

����)ROORZLQJ�FRPPHQWV�E\�+HURGRWXV��PDQ\�KLVWRULDQV�GDWH�+RPHU�DW��WK�RU��WK�FHQWXULHV�
%&(�

����&XUUHQW�HYLGHQFH�VXJJHVWV�WKH�Rigveda�LV�WKH�ROGHVW�ERRN�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��LW�GHVFULEHV�DVWUR-
QRPLFDO�HYHQWV�GDWHG�DW������%&(�

����3DOHRDQWKURSRORJLVWV�GHEDWH�ZKHWKHU�KXPDQ�FRQWURO�RI�ͤUH�FDQ�EH�GDWHG�DW���������
\HDUV�DJR��WKH�DJH�RI�WKH�Homo erectus�
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

A preposition must be followed by a noun — or by something playing the role of a noun.   This 
latter category includes gerunds and substantive clauses.

1) Prior to composing the early masterpiece Der fliegende Holländer, Wagner composed a 
few second-rate operas that critics today would consider hardly worthy of him. 

2) According to whoever wrote these inane instructions, we cannot complete the papier 
mache house without a lathe! 

In sentence #1, the object of the preposition “prior to” is a gerund phrase, and in sentence #2, 
the object of the preposition “according to” is a substantive clause.   Incidentally, both of 
these are exemplary of idioms involving these prepositions.

These seven are the most common compound prepositions in the English language:

According to
As of
Because of
Instead of
Next to
Out of
Prior to

To some extent it is a matter of debate whether some of them are “compound prepositions” 
— for example, “prior” is an adjective, so if we were to say “P is prior to Q”, is that an adjective 
+ preposition or a compound preposition before Q?  Know that grammatical purists may 
debate such things.  Because the answer to such questions doesn’t impinge at all on prepar-
ing for the GMAT Sentence Correction, I am just going to plow forward treating all seven as 
compound prepositions.  I will explain a bit about the usage of each.  I will not discuss third, 
the idiom “because of“, because that is treated in its own section on pg. 46.

prepositions

compound prepositions
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7KLV�LV�D�YHU\�VSHFLͤF�LGLRP����,W�LV�XVHG�WR�LQGLFDWH�WKH�WLPH�RI�VRPH�LPSRUWDQW�WUDQVLWLRQ���
7KH�REMHFW�LV�DOZD\V�D�WLPH�RI�VRPH�NLQG���7KH�REMHFW�FRXOG�EH�D�VXEVWDQWLYH�FODXVH�EHJLQ-
QLQJ�ZLWK�̸ZKHQ̹�RU�̸ZKHQHYHU̹��DOWKRXJK�WKLV�VRPHZKDW�XQXVXDO�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�LV�XQOLNHO\�WR�
DSSHDU�RQ�WKH�*0$7�

���$V�RI�-XO\����������+RQJ�.RQJ�KDV�EHHQ�IXOO\�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�3HRSOH̵V�5HSXEOLF�RI�&KLQD�

���$V�RI�QH[W�:HGQHVGD\��RXU�VWRUHV�ZLOO�QR�ORQJHU�FDUU\�(ULGDQXV�SURGXFWV�

���$V�RI�ZKHQHYHU�VKH�UHWXUQV�IURP�ZRUN��ZH�ZLOO�VWDUW�WKH�SDUW\�

“according to”
7KLV�VWUXFWXUH�LV�XVHG�DOPRVW�DOZD\V�WR�FLWH�DQ�DXWKRULW\�RI�VRPH�NLQG��HLWKHU�D�SHUVRQ�

̸DFFRUGLQJ�WR�$ULVWRWOH̸
̸DFFRUGLQJ�WR�0DUJDUHWWH̸

RU�DQ�DXWKRULWDWLYH�ERG\

̸DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�5XVVLDQ�2UWKRGR[�&KXUFK̸
̸DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�2SUDK�0DJD]LQH̸

RU�D�GLVFLSOLQH�RU�ERG\�RI�NQRZOHGJH�

̸DFFRUGLQJ�WR�4XDQWXP�&KURPRG\QDPLFV̸
̸DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�%ODFN�6FKROHV�PRGHO̹

7KH�REMHFW�RI�WKLV�SUHSRVLWLRQ�DOZD\V�KDV�WR�EH�VRPHRQH�RU�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�FRXOG�LVVXH�DQ�
RSLQLRQ�RU�VXSSRUW�D�SRVLWLRQ�RI�VRPH�NLQG����0RVW�RIWHQ��WKLV�ZLOO�EH�D�VLPSOH�QRXQ��VXFK�DV�
WKH�RQHV�FLWHG�LQ�WKLV�SDUDJUDSK��EXW�WKH�REMHFW�FRXOG�EH�D�UHODWLYH�FODXVH�LQGLFDWLQJ�DQ�
XQNQRZQ�RU�LQGHͤQLWH�VXEMHFW��DV�LQ�H[DPSOH����DERYH�

“as of”
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“instead of”

The structures “instead of” and “in place of” mean essentially the same thing and are inter-
changeable.  Theoretically, the structure “A instead of B” would be correct if A & B were 
simple nouns.  Typical mistakes involving “instead of” use the structure “A instead of B” to 
contrast prepositional phrases or larger grammatical constructions.

6a) These cookies are sweetend with citrus juices instead of with cane sugar.

That sentence will always be considered incorrect on the GMAT Sentence Correction.

6b) These cookies are sweetened with citrus juices rather than with cane sugar.

The GMAT loves to contrast an incorrect “instead of” structure with a correct “rather than” 
structure.  The structure “instead of” seems never to appear on the GMAT in instances in 
which this structure would be correct.

“next to”

Literally, this structure indicates physical adjacency: “the lawnmower is next to the shed.”  
This use is grammatically correct, but it is typically too simple to appear on the GMAT Sen-
tence Correction.

In colloquial American English, the construction “next to” is used as a synonym for “com-
pared to.”

7a) Next to Haydn, Mozart had a relatively small output as a composer.

That will always be considered too casual and informal, and never will be correct on the 
GMAT.

7b) Compared to Haydn, Mozart had a relatively small output as a composer.

The compared to structure is the proper structure for such comparisons.
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“out of”
Literally, this construction indicated spatial movement from something enclosed or interior to 
a wider expanse —– “out of Africa“, “out of the University of Minnesota”, “out of the boon-
docks.”  Many of these statements are too colloquial and casual for the GMAT.

This construction is also used colloquially to denote “lacking”, as in “out of gas“, “out of 
breath“, “out of his mind.”  These constructions will never appear on the GMAT.

The words “out of” can be used to denote ratios — “Seven out of ten employees said …” While 
slightly more formal than the other forms of “out of”, even this is quite unlikely to appear on 
the GMAT sentence correction.

“prior to”

The words “prior to” mean “before”, but there is a big difference.  The words “prior to” func-
tion only as a preposition —- the object can only be a noun or something functioning as a 
noun (gerund or substantive clause).  By contrast, the word “before” can function as a prepo-
sition, followed by a noun, or as a subordinate conjunction, followed by a full [noun] + [verb] 
clause.   BEWARE — the GMAT doesn’t approve of structure [preposition]+[noun]+[participial 
phrase] —- the GMAT doesn’t like trying to cram that much action into a prepositional 
phrase.  If you want to talk about that much action, use a full [noun] + [verb] clause, not just a 
preposition.  Also, note: with simple clock times or times of day, the word “before” sounds 
PRUH�QDWXUDO��DQG�WKH�SKUDVH�̸SULRU�WR̹�VRXQGV�DUWLͤFLDO�

���%HIRUH�GDZQ�HYHU\�GD\��WKH�FRORQHO�ZRXOG�MRJ�ͤYH�PLOHV�

The words “prior to” would sound awkward in this sentence. In the following sentences, 
notice the subtle changes between the paired sentences.

9a) Before he was 20 years, Mozart was renowned as a virtuoso performer and an accom-
plished composer.

44

http://magoosh.com/gmat/2013/gmat-idiom-ebook
http://gmat.magoosh.com/?utm_source=GMAT&utm_medium=eBook&utm_campaign=Idiom


Compound Prepositions

Have feedback or questions?
http://magoosh.com/gmat/2013/gmat-idiom-ebook http://gmat.magoosh.com

PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

“prior to”

9b) Prior to his twentieth year, Mozart was renowned as a virtuoso performer and an accom-
plished composer.

10a) Before Melville published his magnum opus, Moby Dick��KH�KDG�EHHQ�ͤQDQFLDOO\�VXF-
cessful with a couple smaller novels.

10b) Prior to publishing his magnum opus, Moby Dick,�0HOYLOOH�ZDV�ͤQDQFLDOO\�VXFFHVVIXO�
with a couple smaller novels.

As long as the subject of the “before” clause and the subject of the main clause are one and 
the same, the construction “prior to” + [gerund] can be used.   When these two subjects are 
different, though, problems arise.

11a) Before Shackleton could mount a second Antarctic expedition, Roald Amundsen 
EHFDPH�WKH�ͤUVW�SHUVRQ�WR�UHDFK�WKH�6RXWK�3ROH�

11b) Prior to Shackleton mounting a second Antarctic expedition, Ronald Amundsen became 
WKH�ͤUVW�SHUVRQ�WR�UHDFK�WKH�6RXWK�3ROH�
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By itself, the word “because” is a subordinate conjunction.  What does that mean?  It means, 
this word opens a subordinate clause. A subordinate clause, like any clause, must have a 
complete [noun] + [verb] structure within it, like a mini-sentence: in fact, if you drop the subor-
dinate conjunction, the rest of the subordinate clause should be able to stand alone as a 
sentence.  Furthermore, the fact that this clause is subordinate (i.e. dependent) means there 
must be another main, independent clause providing the meat-and-potatoes of the sentence.

The general outline of a sentence involving the word “because” might be:

“Because” + [sub. noun] + [sub. verb], [main noun] + [main verb].

2I�FRXUVH��DOO�NLQGV�RI�DGMHFWLYHV��DGYHUEV��DQG�RWKHU�PRGLͤHV�FDQ�EH�DGGHG�WR�WKLV�VWUXFWXUH����
The [sub. noun] + [sub. verb] provide the structure of the subordinate clause — and could 
stand on their own as a complete sentence.  The sentence as a whole depends on the [main 
noun] + [main verb] as its core structure.  For example,

2) Because teenagers are insatiably hungry, their parents are always buying food.

Notice that the [noun] + [verb] within the subordinate clause, “teenagers are insatiably 
hungry”, could work as its own sentence: that’s a great trick to test a clause on the GMAT 
Sentence Correction.  Nevertheless, in this context, “their parents” is the main subject and 
“are … buying” is the main verb.

The words “because of” is a preposition.   Prepositions are designed to be followed by only a 
noun —- “because of the rain”, “because of the parade”, “because of the child’s temper 
tantrum”, etc.   The object of this or any preposition can be a gerund or gerund phrase —- 
“because of waiting for the senator”, “because of limited parking”, “because of having eaten 
out every night this week”, etc.  That last example is getting to the limit of how much action, 
how much story, the GMAT likes to pack inside a prepositional phrase.  

“because”

“because of”
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On the Sentence Correction, the GMAT is adamantly opposed to the following structure:

[preposition] + [noun] + [participle]

Even though this could be grammatically correct in a technical sentence, many would be 
lik MAT Sentence Correction purposes, this is 100% 
wrong.

Example “Because of the President going to Myanmar …” = WRONG!

As far as the GMAT is concerned, this is just too much action, too much story, for a preposi-
tion to handle.  If you are going to have both an action and the person/agent performing the 
action, then what you need is a clause, not merely a prepositional phrase.

“because of”

practice question
Having read this section, take another look at the practice sentence above before reading the 
explanation below.   Here’s another practice Sentence Correction question involving this 
idiom:

EXPLANATION

http://gmat.magoosh.com/questions/3215

The structure―“so” [adjective] “that”―is a favorite on the GMAT. This is one proper way to 
express this idea. 
(A) has “so brutal that” = perfectly correct. 
(B) has “of such brutality so that” = incorrect (“of such brutality that” would be correct). 
(C) has “being as brutal as to”―awkward and grammatically incorrect. 
(D) has “this brutal so that”―there’s no referent for the word “this”, so it doesn’t fit in context. 
(E) has “so brutal as to” = correct, but we need a full verb "failed," not the participle "failing."  
(A) is the best answer.
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Four prominent idioms concern the way we think about or perceive something:

GHͤQH�$�DV�%
UHJDUG�$�DV�%
WKLQN�RI�$�DV�%
YLHZ�$�DV�%

In all four of these, A is the object of contemplation, the literal reference, and B is the idea or 
view we attribute to it.  The last three of these are, essentially, synonymous.

1) The Devil’s Dictionary�GHͤQHV�D�̸ERUH̹�DV�̸$�SHUVRQ�ZKR�WDONV�ZKHQ�\RX�ZLVK�KLP�WR�
OLVWHQ�̹

2) Vladimir Horowitz regarded Sviatoslav Richter as the greatest of the Russian pianists.

3) Muhammad Ali thought of heavyweight champion Jack Johnson as the predecessor with 
whom he had the most in common.

4) Military historians view Nathanael Greene as one of greatest American generals, and yet 
the public knows next to nothing about him.

,Q�WKLV�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�LGLRPV��WKH�ZRUG�̸DV̹�LV�XVHG�WR�GHQRWH�WKH�UROH�RI�D�SHUVRQ�RU�WKH�XVH�RI�
an object.

DSSUHQWLFHVKLS�DV
ZRUN�DV
XVH�DV
HPSOR\�DV

)RU�WKH�ͤUVW�LGLRP��VHH�6&������LQ�WKH�2*�����,Q�ERWK�RI�WKH�QH[W�WZR�LGLRPV��WKH�ZRUGV�
̸ZRUN̹�DQG�̸XVH̹�FDQ�EH�XVHG�DV�HLWKHU�QRXQV�RU�YHUEV�����7KDW̵V�D�TXLWH�VHOI�UHIHUHQWLDO�VHQ�
tence!)

cognitive idioms

idioms of role
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5) A 17-year-old Benjamin Franklin ran away from Boston, and went to Philadelphia, looking 
for work as a printer’s aide.

6) Would a free weight work well as a hammer?

7) Einstein‘s revolutionary insight was to use the equivalence of inertial frames as the basis 
of his new paradigm.

8) The senator agreed with the court’s basic ruling, but objected to its use as a political 
criticism of the current administration.

9) In 1723, the city of Leipzig employed Johann Sebastian Bach as Cantor, or music master, 
of the city’s school and churches, a position he held until his death in 1750.

10) Did you know you can employ a substantive clause as the object of a prepositional 
phrase?

The word “as” is used extensively in comparisons.  One particular construction merits spe-
cial mention.

same to P as to Q

11) While other mammals lack the cognitive capabilities associated with the human cerebral 
cortex, all mammals have a limbic system; therefore fundamental emotions are the same to 
other mammals as to humans.

The idiom so as to is roughly a synonym of so that — both are used to discuss the purpose 
of an action.

12) Like Hannibal and Charlemagne before him, Napoleon crossed the Alps so as to invade 
Italy by land from the north.

idioms of role

a comparisons idiom
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You know your idioms, right? You’ve studied a list—indeed you’ve veritably pored over it (not 
pored through it!)—so you can distinguish, with the unerring eye of a seasoned grammarian, 
the nuances of (or was that in?) idiom usage. Then, in the midst of a question and a flurry of 
words, you blank out.

It is what I call list lull—the tendency for your brain to be lulled to sleep by an seemingly 
endless series of words followed (or not followed) by a preposition, and for you to be lulled by 
the false complacency that you have learned the proper idiomatic construction. For when you 
RSHQ�WKH�2IͤFLDO�*XLGH��\RX�DUH�VXGGHQO\�VW\PLHG��was it attributed to or attributed in? (It’s 
the latter).

To see if you truly know your idioms, I’ve concocted a nasty little quiz. Below are four sen-
tences, each containing several idioms. You have to choose which idiom of the two (or three) 
is correct. Sometimes neither will be correct. Other times both will be correct.

Donning my math hat: If a sentence tests four idioms, and there are four different possibili-
WLHV��WKH�FKDQFHV�RI�JXHVVLQJ�FRUUHFWO\�DUH���LQ������6R�LI�\RX�FDQ�DQVZHU�DOO�ͤYH�FRUUHFW-
O\̿ZHOO��\RX�KDYH�D�NQDFN�IRU��QRW�WRZDUGV���LGLRPV��*RRG�OXFN�

1. The government decreed/decreed that anyone who dared to break/breaking the curfew 
be held accountable on/for their disregard of/disregarding the law.

2. Attributing the unprecedented drought to/towards changes in the solar cycle, the research 
team failed to account for/take account of the influence of any terrestrial culprits, namely 
our destruction in/of rainforests and our unbridled consumption in/of gasoline.

3. Prone in/to mistaking natural childhood impulsivity as/for�DWWHQWLRQ�GHͤFLW�GLVRUGHU��$''���
childhood psychologists are notorious in/for overmedicating children, creating a lifelong 
dependency on/towards certain medications.

4. To cite/citing the proliferation of smart phones as one of the chief causes of/causes for 
student inattention, many high schools are cracking down on/upon the use of/use in hand-
held devices by requiring that/requiring students to submit/submit to a metal detection test.

Answers:
1. decreed that, both, for, disregard of
2. to, account for, of, of
3. to, for, for, on
4. Citing, both, on, use of, requiring, submit to
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7KH�LQͤQLWLYH�IRUPV�RI�YHUEV�DUH�WKH�̸GLFWLRQDU\�IRUP̹�RI�WKH�YHUE��WKH�IRUP�\RX�ZRXOG�ͤQG�LI�
\RX�ORRNHG�WKH�YHUE�XS�LQ�D�VWDQGDUG�GLFWLRQDU\���:H�FRQVWUXFW�WKH�LQͤQLWLYH�DV�IROORZV��̸WR̹���
>WKH�LQͤQLWLYH�IRUP@���)RU�DOPRVW�HYHU\�YHUE�LQ�(QJOLVK��WKH�LQͤQLWH�IRUP�LV�LGHQWLFDO�WR�WKH�
SUHVHQW�WHQVH�RI�WKH�YHUE��ZKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�XVH�DIWHU�WKH�SURQRXQ�̸,̹�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQW�WHQVH�̱��,�
ZDON��,�HDW��,�OLVWHQ�̱̰�WKHVH�EHFRPH�WKH�LQͤQLWLYHV��WR�ZDON��WR�HDW��WR�OLVWHQ���7KH�RQO\�YHUE�IRU�
ZKLFK�WKH�LQͤQLWLYH�IRUP�LV�ZLOGO\�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�DQ\�RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�WHQVH�IRUPV�LV�WKH�PRVW�
LUUHJXODU�YHUE�LQ�WKH�HQWLUH�ODQJXDJH��WKH�YHUE�̸WR�EH̹��ZLWK�SUHVHQW�WHVW�IRUPV�DP�LV�DUH�

7KH�LQͤQLWLYH�LWVHOI�DFWV�DV�D�QRXQ�LQ�D�VHQWHQFH���1HYHUWKHOHVV��VLQFH�WKH�LQͤQLWLYH�LV�WKH�IRUP�
RI�D�YHUE��LW�FDQ�WDNH�DGYHUEV�	�GLUHFW�REMHFWV���:KHQ�ZH�DWWDFK�DOO�WKHVH�RWKHU�IRUPV�WR�WKH�
LQͤQLWLYH��ZH�FUHDWH�DQ�LQͤQLWLYH�SKUDVH�

the infinitive

&HUWDLQ�(QJOLVK�YHUEV�LGLRPDWLFDOO\�GHPDQG�WKH�LQͤQLWLYH��WKDW�LV�WR�VD\��WKH�RQO\�JUDPPDWLFDO�
O\�FRUUHFW�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�WKDW�FDQ�IROORZ�WKHP�LV�DQ�LQͤQLWLYH�RU�DQ�LQͤQLWLYH�SKUDVH����+HUH�DUH�D�
IHZ�LPSRUWDQW�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKHVH�YHUEV�

* allow�$�WR�GR�;
* choose�WR�GR�;
* decide�WR�GR�;
* forbid�$�WR�GR�;
* persuade�$�WR�GR�;
* try�WR�GR�;

1RWLFH��WKRVH�VL[�YHUEV�DUH�DOO�DERXW�YROLWLRQ�DQG�LQWHQWLRQ���7KHVH�YHUEV�DUH�FRPPRQ�LQ�
(QJOLVK��DQG�FRPPRQ�RQ�WKH�*0$7�6HQWHQFH�&RUUHFWLRQ����7KH�*0$7�ZDQWV�\RX�WR�NQRZ�
WKHVH�LGLRPV��HDFK�RQH�RI�WKHVH�VL[�YHUEV�PXVW�KDYH�DQ�LQͤQLWLYH��DQG�LW�LV�DQ�LGLRP�PLVWDNH�
WR�IROORZ�WKHP�ZLWK�DQ\WKLQJ�HOVH�̱��̸,�SHUVXDGHG�KHU�LQWR�̹̿��̸,�IRUELG�KLP�IURP�GRLQJ�̿�̹�
̱DOO�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�LQFRUUHFW�

verbs + infinitives
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7KHUH�DUH�D�IHZ�RWKHU�FRQVWUXFWLRQV�WKDW�UHTXLUH�WKH�LQͤQLWLYH

����7KH�ZRUGV�able�	�ability:�7KH�ZRUG�̸DEOH̹�LV�DQ�DGMHFWLYH��DQG�WKH�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�QRXQ�IRUP�
LV�̸DELOLW\�̹��%RWK�RI�WKHVH�PXVW�EH�IROORZHG�E\�DQ�LQͤQLWLYH�RU�LQͤQLWLYH�SKUDVH���7KLV�LV�DQ�
LGLRP�WKH�*0$7�6HQWHQFH�&RUUHFW�ORYHV�WR�WHVW���&RPPRQ�PLVWDNH�SDWWHUQV�LQYROYH�WKH�ZRUG�
̸DELOLW\̹�IROORZHG�E\�VRPH�RWKHU�SUHSRVLWLRQ�DQG�WKHQ�D�JHUXQG��̸WKH�DELOLW\�IRU�GRLQJ�;̹��̸WKH�
DELOLW\�RI�GRLQJ�;̹�̱�DOO�LQFRUUHFW�
����7KH�DGMHFWLYH�reluctant��7KLV�DGMHFWLYH�LGLRPDWLFDOO\�WDNHV�WKH�LQͤQLWLYH��H�J��̸,�ZDV�UHOXFWDQW�
WR�GR�;�̹��$V�ZLWK�̸DELOLW\̹��DQ\�RWKHU�SUHSRVLWLRQ���D�JHUXQG�LV�ZURQJ�
����7KH�LGLRP�̸in order to do X̸��WKLV�LV�DQ�LGLRPDWLFDOO\�FRUUHFW�ZD\�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�SXUSRVH�RU�
LQWHQWLRQ�RU�JRDO�RI�RQH̵V�DFWLRQ���)RU�H[DPSOH��̸7KH�LQGHSHQGHQW�LQYHVWRU�SXEOLVKHG�D�VHULHV�
RI�VFDWKLQJ�DUWLFOHV�DERXW�WKHLU�PDQDJHPHQW�SURFHGXUHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�VKRUW�VHOO�WKDW�FRPSDQ\�̹��
7KH�VWUXFWXUH�GHVFULEHV�D�ͤUVW�DFWLRQ�XQGHUWDNHQ��KHUH��SXEOLVKLQJ�WKH�DUWLFOHV��LQ�RUGHU�WR�
EULQJ�RXW�D�VHFRQG�OHVV�REYLRXV�UHVXOW�RU�FRQVHTXHQFH��VKRUW�VHOOLQJ�WKH�FRPSDQ\����<RX�DUH�
H[SHFW�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKLV�LGLRP�RQ�WKH�*0$7��DQG�\RX�DUH�H[SHFW�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKLV�DV�FRUUHFW�
DQG�RWKHU�YDULDQWV��H�J��̸LQ�RUGHU�WKDW�KH�FRXOG�̹̿��LQFRUUHFW�

other words + infinitives

$QRWKHU�YHUE�WKDW�UHTXLUHV�VSHFLDO�PHQWLRQ�LV�WKH�YHUE�̸WR�want�̹��,Q�PRVW�FRQVWUXFWLRQV�\RX�
DUH�OLNHO\�WR�VHH�RQ�WKH�*0$7��WKLV�YHUE�DOVR�LGLRPDWLFDOO\�WDNHV�DQ�LQͤQLWLYH����)ROORZLQJ�WKH�
YHUE�̸ZDQW̹�ZLWK�D�̸WKDW̹�FODXVH�LV�DOZD\V�ZURQJ�RQ�WKH�*0$7���2QH�DOWHUQDWH�DFFHSWDEOH�
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�LV�ZKDW�LV�FDOOHG�DQ�̸REMHFW�FRPSOHPHQW̹��WKH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKLV�IRUP�LV�̸ZDQW̹���
>GLUHFW�REMHFW@���>DGMHFWLYH@���)RU�H[DPSOH�


7KH�VKHULII�ZDQWHG�WKH�EDQGLW�GHDG�


7KH�&)2�ZDQWV�WKH�RYHUVHDV�GLYLVLRQ�VROYHQW�EHIRUH�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�\HDU�

7KLV�LV�D�FRPPRQ�IRUP�LQ�FDVXDO�VSHHFK��DQG�WKHUH̵V�DQ�RII�FKDQFH�LW�FRXOG�DSSHDU�RQ�D�
*0$7�6HQWHQFH�&RUUHFW�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH���,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��GRQ̵W�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�GLVFRXQW�WKH�YHUE�
̸ZDQW̹�LI�LW�LV�QRW�IROORZHG�E\�DQ�LQͤQLWLYH��LW�FRXOG�EH�DQ�̸REMHFW�FRPSOHPHQW�̹

verbs + infinitives
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First of all, a “that” clause must have a full [noun]+[verb] structure, a structure that could 
stand on its own as a sentence.  Sometimes “that” is pronoun (as in the previous sentence) 
and serves as the subject of the clause, but as the object of “thinking” or “arguing” verbs, the 
word “that” introduces a substantive clause, which has its own subject after the word that.  
Again, in substantive clause, what follows the “that” could be a stand-on-it-own sentence in 
its own right:

1a) He believes that the Mets will have a winning record in 2013.

1b) The Mets will have a winning record in 2013.

Regardless of whether you agree with the content, what follows the word “that” functions as 
a full grammatically correct sentence on its own.

basics of “that” clauses

A. omitting the word “that”

In colloquial speech, the word “that” is dropped all the time.  “I think it’s going to rain.”  “I 
doubt he’s coming.”  “She claims he is not the best for the job.”  Of course, those topics are 
also informal, but even at the level of grammar, these sentences would be incorrect on the 
GMAT Sentence Correction, because they omit the word “that” between the verb and the 
clause.

B. XVH�RI�WKH�LQͤQLWLYH�LQVWHDG�RI�WKH�̸WKDW̹�FODXVH

This is less common, but heard sometimes.  “I know her to be honest.”  “I think Moby Dick to 
be the greatest American novel.” This is used enough in speech (especially by folks trying to 
sound fancy) to sound plausible.  Don’t be fooled.  This is also 100% wrong as a substitute 
for “that” clause following one of these verbs.

colloquialisms
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Each of the following verbs idiomatically takes a “that” clause, a substantive clause, as its 
direct object.  For all of these, dropping the “that” would be considered incorrect on the GMAT.  
)RU�DOO�RI�WKHVH�H[FHSW�̸EHOLHYH̹��WKH�LQͤQLWLYH�LV�DOVR�LQFRUUHFW�

argue that
EHOLHYH�WKDW
FODLP�WKDW
FRQFOXGH�WKDW
FRQWHQG�WKDW
doubt that
KROG�WKDW
SUHGLFW�WKDW
suggest that
think that

Some examples:

2) The lawyer claimed that his client was out of the country for that entire week.

3) The Theory of Relativity predicted that nothing with mass could travel as fast as the speed 
of light.

4) The historian argued that Afghanistan was more a quagmire for the Soviet Union than 
Vietnam was for the United States.

The verb “believe” can also take an object with the idiomatic preposition “in”

5) Pure Land Buddhists believe in salvation through repetition of the name of the Amida 
Buddha.

8QOLNH�WKH�RWKHUV�RQ�WKH�OLVW��WKH�YHUE�̸EHOLHYH̹�FDQ�OHJDOO\�DQG�OHJLWLPDWHO\�WDNH�WKH�LQͤQLWLYH�

6) Conspiracy theories believe Pope John Paul I to have been murdered, possibly in connec-
tion with the affairs of Banco Ambrosiano.

verbs
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The word “predict” also can take an ordinary noun as a direct object.

���68��*UDQG�8QLͤHG�7KHRU\�SUHGLFWHG�SURWRQ�GHFD\�

8) The analyst predicted a stock market crash by the end of the year.

verbs

These two verbs require special mention:

assure that
UHYHDO�WKDW

Both of these take that clauses, like the ones above, and for both of these, both colloquialism 
would be incorrect on the GMAT.  But, both of these can also include a person, a recipient of 
the news, as an object.

The word “assure” takes an ordinary direct object as the recipient, along with the “that” 
clause.

9) The CFO assured the Board of Trustees that the company would remain solvent through 
the end of the calendar year.

The verb “reveal” can have only what is revealed as an object, or it can also include a recipi-
ent, following the preposition “to”, the person or group to whom something is reveals.  This is 
complicated by the fact that what is reveals could be a full that clause or a simple noun as a 
direct object, and either of these can be accompanied by a “to” preposition phrase for the 
recipient.  Here are examples of the variations.

10) Leeuwenhoek‘s improvements to the microscope revealed the existence of individual 
biological cells.

two more verbs

57

http://magoosh.com/gmat/2013/gmat-idiom-ebook
http://gmat.magoosh.com/?utm_source=GMAT&utm_medium=eBook&utm_campaign=Idiom


Verbs and “that” Clauses

Have feedback or questions?
http://magoosh.com/gmat/2013/gmat-idiom-ebook http://gmat.magoosh.com

PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

7KH�ͤQDO�YHUE��̸WR�DVN̹��UHTXLUHV�VSHFLDO�WUHDWPHQW���,URQLFDOO\��XQOLNH�WKH�RWKHUV��KHUH�WKH�
RUGLQDU\�LQͤQLWLYH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�LV�OHJDO���7KH�SKUDVH�to ask to do X implies that the subject of 
the sentence is requesting permission to do X, while the phrase to ask P to do X implies that 
the subject has some privilege or authority over P, and the subject wants P to do X.

14) The student asked to leave school early. 

15) The teacher asked the student to write the answer on the board.

We can also use a “that” clause with the verb “to ask”, but here, the “that” clause, the object of 
the request, is phrased in the subjunctive.

16) The teacher asked that the shelves on the side of the room be kept clear.

17) Sir Ector asked that King Arthur choose his half-brother Kay, Ector’s son, as his sene-
schal.

18) The Yongle Emperor, in launching an international tribute mission across land and water, 
essentially was asking that the whole world acknowledge China as the supreme nation.

asking

11) Senator McCarthy refused to reveal to Congress the actual names of the “known com-
munists” whom he alleged were working in the State Department.

12) In 2003, journalist Robert Novak publically revealed in his column that Valerie Plame was 
a covert CIA operative, thereby ruining her career as a spy.

����7KH�ͤQDO�ZLWQHVV�UHYHDOHG�WR�WKH�MXU\�WKDW�DOO�RI�WKH�SUHYLRXV�ZLWQHVVHV�ZHUH�KHDYLO\�
intoxicated at the time of the crime.

two more verbs
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When we want a subordinate clause to indicate the purpose or intention of some action, that 
clause can begin with the words “so that” or “so as to”.  Here are a couple examples:

1) I went into town so that I could see Marcia before she left.
2) I went into town so as to see Marcia before she left.

Both of those are perfectly correct.  In this instance, the second is slightly shorter, so it would 
be marginally preferable, although the GMAT SC will never ask you to compare two construc-
WLRQV�DV�VLPLODU�DV�WKLV���1RWLFH��WKH�VHFRQG�IRUP��̸VR�DV�WR̹��LV�VOLJKWO\�PRUH�HIͤFLHQW�ZKHQ�WKH�
actor in the independent clause is the same as the actor in the subordinate clause.  What if 
those two actors are different?

3) I lent Robert my car, so that he could drive to town and see Marcia before she leaves.
4) I lent Robert my car, so as to allow him to drive to town and see Marcia before she leaves.

Again, both are correct, although now the second construction sounds a bit too wordy and 
indirect.  Again, the GMAT SC will not have you compare two sentences this close.  The 
*0$7�GHͤQLWHO\�GRHV�QRW�OLNH�WKLV�YDULDWLRQ�DW�DOO�

I went into town so I could see Marcia before she left. 

The word “that”, or the words “as to”, are needed in this construction.  Sentence #5 could be 
an incorrect answer choice, compared to either #1 or #2 above.

clauses of purpose

The word “so” can be used as an adverb intensifying the degree of a noun.

6) Located on one of the most scenic stretches of the Onondaga River, the suburb of Aureum 
is so expensive.

Admittedly, this is a borderline colloquial usage not likely to appear on the GMAT.  The words 
“as … as” are used for comparisons.

comparisons
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7) Located on one of the most scenic stretches of the Onondaga River, the suburb of Aureum 
is as expensive as the most exclusive neighborhoods of Westchester County, north of New 
York City.

That comparison is 100% grammatically correct.  The problem comes when these two forms 
are conflated.

8) Located on one of the most scenic stretches of the Onondaga River, the suburb of 
Aureum is so expensive as the most exclusive neighborhoods of Westchester Country, 
north of New York City.

That is a classic mistake pattern for a comparison on the GMAT SC.  It’s all the more tempt-
ing because, as I will discuss below, the combination “so … as” is correct in an entirely differ-
ent structure.  In a simple comparison of two nouns, the structure “as … as” is correct, and 
the structure “so … as” is always wrong.

Sometimes we specify the degree of an adjective (“so large”, “so far north”) simply for 
emphasis.  Sometimes, we construct a comparison (“as large as”, “as far north as”).  Some-
times, though, we underscore the degree of an adjective in order to discuss something that 
results from this.  One perfectly correct construction for this is the form: “so [adjective] that”.  
For example,

���-XSLWHU�LV�VR�ODUJH�WKDW��LI�LW�ZHUH�KROORZ��D�WKRXVDQG�(DUWKV�FRXOG�ͤW�LQVLGH�

10) The city of Murmansk is so far north that it undergoes more than two full months of 
sunless darkness in the middle of winter.

Both of these are 100% grammatically correct, and either could be the correct answer on a 
GMAT SC question.  Another perfectly correct construction is the form: “so [adjective] as to” 
— this is the legitimate use of the “so … as” combination!  For example,

clause of consequence

comparisons
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11) The hurricane was so powerful as to topple every telephone pole on Main St.

12) Mariano Rivera is so dominant a closer as to top the career rankings in Adjusted ERA+.

Again, perfectly correct, and either could be could be the correct answer on a GMAT SC
question. Be careful, though, not to confuse this completely correct use of “so … as” with the
faulty comparison given in #8 above.

clause of consequence

The following questions in the OG13 feature some of these uses of “so”: SC #16, #35, #39,
and #111. Furthermore, here’s a Magoosh practice question.

http://gmat.magoosh.com/questions/3290

further practice
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The three primary idioms dealing with causes are as follows:

because
because of
due to

7KH�ͤUVW�WZR�ZHUH�DOUHDG\�GLVFXVVHG�RQ�S�������7KH�ELJ�LGHD�LV�WKDW�because�LV�D�VXERUGLQDWH�
FRQMXQFWLRQ��ZKLFK�PHDQV�PXVW�EH�IROORZHG�E\�D�IXOO�EORZQ�>QRXQ@���>YHUE@�FODXVH��D�FODXVH�
WKDW�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUG�̸EHFDXVH̹�FRXOG�VWDQG�RQ�LWV�RZQ�DV�D�ERQDͤGH�LQGHSHQGHQW�VHQWHQFH�

���%HFDXVH�R[\JHQ�UHFHLYHV�HOHFWURQV�LQ�DOPRVW�DOO�LWV�FKHPLFDO�UHDFWLRQV��R[\JHQ�LWVHOI�LV�
QHYHU�̸R[LGL]HG̸��LQVWHDG��R[\JHQ�LV�UHGXFHG�DV�LW�R[LGL]HV�WKH�RWKHU�UHDFWDQW�

���%HFDXVH�5RRVHYHOW�YLRODWHG�:DVKLQJWRQ̴V�SUHFHGHQW�RI�VHUYLQJ�RQO\�WZR�WHUPV��WKH�$PHUL-
FDQ�SHRSOH�HQVKULQHG�WKLV�SUHFHGHQW�DV�ODZ�LQ�WKH�7ZHQW\�6HFRQG�$PHQGPHQW�

1RWLFH�WKDW�LQ�ERWK�VHQWHQFHV��HYHU\WKLQJ�DIWHU�WKH�ZRUG�̸EHFDXVH̹�DQG�EHIRUH�WKH�ͤUVW�
FRPPD�FRXOG�EH�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�VWDQG�RQ�LWV�RZQ�VHQWHQFH�

%\�FRQWUDVW��ERWK�because of�LV�D�FRPSRXQG�SUHSRVLWLRQ����,W�DOVR�LGHQWLͤHV�D�FDXVH��EXW�WKDW�
FDXVH�PXVW�EH�WKH�REMHFW�RI�D�SUHSRVLWLRQ��D�QRXQ���2FFDVLRQDOO\��WKH�REMHFW�PD\�EH�D�JHUXQG�
RU�D�VXEVWDQWLYH�FODXVH��EXW�WKHVH�FRQVWUXFWLRQV�DUH�UDUH�RQ�WKH�*0$7�6HQWHQFH�&RUUHFWLRQ�

���%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�OLQJHULQJ�HIIHFWV�RI�WKH�UHFHVVLRQ��WKH�)HGHUDO�5HVHUYH�LQWURGXFHG�PXOWLSOH�
URXQGV�RI�4XDQWLWDWLYH�(DVLQJ�

���3K\VLFLVWV�KDYH�DEDQGRQHG�PRVW�WKHRULHV�WKDW�FDOO�IRU�SURWRQ�GHFD\��EHFDXVH�RI�D�FRP-
SOHWH�ODFN�RI�H[SHULPHQWDO�HYLGHQFH�IRU�WKLV�SURFHVV�

The phrase due to is similar to because of, and in colloquial use they are used interchange-
DEO\��EXW�WKHUH�LV�D�VXEWOH�GLIIHUHQFH���7KH�ZRUGV�̸EHFDXVH�RI̹�DUH�D�FRPSRXQG�SUHSRVLWLRQ��
DQG�WKH�SUHSRVLWLRQ�SKUDVH�IRUPHG�FDQ�PRGLI\�WKH�YHUE�DQG�WKXV�EH�SODFHG�LQ�DQ\�SDUW�RI�WKH�
VHQWHQFH���7KH�ZRUG�̸GXH̹�LV�DQ�DGMHFWLYH�DQG�PXVW�PRGLI\�D�QRXQ���0RVW�RIWHQ��WKLV�RFFXUV�
ZKHQ�̸GXH�WR̹�IROORZV�̸LV̹�̹DUH̹�LQ�WKH�SUHGLFDWH��PRGLI\LQJ�WKH�VXEMHFW���$JDLQ�WKH�̸WR̹�WKDW�
LGLRPDWLFDOO\�IROORZV�WKH�ZRUG�̸GXH̹�LV�D�SUHSRVLWLRQ�DQG�FDQ�RQO\�EH�IROORZHG�E\�D�QRXQ��RU�
RQ�UDUH�RFFDVLRQV��E\�D�JHUXQG�RU�VXEVWDQWLYH�FODXVH�

idioms of cause
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���7KH�GHOD\��GXH�WR�WKH�VHQDWRU̵V�FKDQJH�LQ�SODQV��FRVW�WKH�FRQYHQWLRQ�VSRQVRUV�WKRXVDQGV�
RI�GROODUV�

���7KH�VKDUS�ULVH�LQ�WKLV�VWRFN�LV�GXH�WR�WKH�FULVLV�LQ�WKH�FRUSRUDWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�FORVHVW�FRPSHWL-
WRU�

,Q�VHQWHQFH�����̸GXH̹�PRGLͤHV�WKH�QRXQ�̸GHOD\̹��DQG�VHQWHQFH����VKRZV�WKH�PRVW�W\SLFDO�XVH�
RI�WKH�̸GXH�WR̹�VWUXFWXUH��IROORZLQJ�WKH�ZRUG�̸LV̹�DQG�PRGLI\LQJ�WKH�VXEMHFW���7KH�*0$7�LV�
TXLWH�XQOLNHO\�WR�WHVW�RQ�WKH�VXEWOH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�̸because of̹�DQG�̸due to̸�

7KH�*0$7�GHͤQLWLYHO\�GRHV�QRW�OLNH�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�>SUHSRVLWLRQ@�>QRXQ@�>SDUWLFLSLDO�SKUDVH@���
3UHSRVLWLRQV�DUHQ̵W�GHVLJQHG�WR�KDQGOH�WKDW�PXFK�DFWLRQ��,I�\RX�ZDQW�IXOO�>QRXQ@���>YHUE@�W\SH�
DFWLRQ��XVH�D�VXERUGLQDWH�FRQMXQFWLRQ�

7a) Because of his troops dying from the cold, Napoleon had to retreat from Russia.

7KDW�VHQWHQFH�VWUXFWXUH�ZLOO�EH�ZURQJ������RI�WKH�WLPH�RQ�WKH�*0$7�6HQWHQFH�&RUUHFWLRQ���
+HUH�LV�D�FRUUHFWHG�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�VDPH�VHQWHQFH��XVLQJ�WKH�VXERUGLQDWH�FRQMXQFWLRQ�̸EH-
FDXVH̹�LQVWHDG�

�E��%HFDXVH�KLV�WURRSV�ZHUH�G\LQJ�IURP�WKH�FROG��1DSRO«RQ�KDG�WR�UHWUHDW�IURP�5XVVLD�

idioms of cause

7KHUH�DUH�VL[�FODXVHV�RI�FRQVHTXHQFH�WKDW�DSSHDU�UHJXODUO\�RQ�WKH�*0$7�

so that
so as to
such that
so [adjective] that
so [adjective] as to
such [noun] that

clauses of consequence
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,Q�DOO�VL[�RI�WKHVH��ZKDW�SUHFHGHV�WKHVH�ZRUGV�LW�WKH�FDXVLQJ�VLWXDWLRQ�RU�FRQGLWLRQ��DQG�ZKDW�
IROORZV�WKHP�LV�ZKDW�UHVXOWV�DV�D�FRQVHTXHQFH���7KLV�LV�D�VWDQGDUG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�IRU�GHPRQ-
VWUDWLQJ�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�DQ�DFWLRQ���7KH�IRXU�ZLWK�̸WKDW̹�UHTXLUH�D�IXOO�>QRXQ@���>YHUE@�FODXVH��DQG�
WKH�WZR�ZLWK�̸WR̹�GHPDQG�DQ�LQͤQLWLYH�SKUDVH�

���7KH�%HUOLQ�$LUOLIW�SURYLGHG�WKH�FLW\�ZLWK�IRRG�DQG�YDOXDEOH�UHVRXUFHV��VR�WKDW�WKH�YLWDOO\�
LPSRUWDQW�FLW\�ZRXOG�QRW�IDOO�LQWR�6RYLHW�FRQWURO�

���8SRQ�KLV�HOHFWLRQ��3RSH�-RKQ�3DXO�,,�GHFLGHG�WR�OHDUQ�6SDQLVK��VR�DV�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�
GLUHFWO\�ZLWK�WKH�VLQJOH�ODUJHVW�JURXS�RI�&DWKROLFV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�

����7KH�ORFDO�UXOHUV�RI�HDUO\�PHGLHYDO�(XURSH�ZHUH�DOPRVW�FRQVWDQWO\�DW�ZDU��VXFK�WKDW�WKH�
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�KDG�OLWWOH�FKDQFH�WR�GHYHORS�EH\RQG�WKH�PRVW�UXGLPHQWDU\�OHYHO�

,Q�WKH�WZR�VWUXFWXUHV�WKDW�LQYROYH�DQ�DGMHFWLYH��LW�PXVW�EH�DQ�DGMHFWLYH�WKDW�DGPLWV�RI�GHJUHH�
̱�L�H��RQH�FRXOG�EH�PRUH�RU�OHVV�RI�WKLV�DGMHFWLYH���2QH�FDQ��EH�PRUH�KDSS\�RU�OHVV�KDSS\��
PRUH�WLUHG�RU�OHVV�WLUHG��PRUH�ULFK��PRUH�KHDOWK\��PRUH�HGXFDWHG��HWF����6RPH�DGMHFWLYHV�KDYH�
DQ�DOO�RU�QRWKLQJ�TXDOLW\�̱�OHIW�KDQGHG��HOHFWULF��ͤQDQFLDO��LQGLYLGXDO��HWF��̱�RQH�FDQQRW�EH�
̸PRUH̹�RU�̸OHVV̹�RU�DQ\�RI�WKHVH���7HFKQLFDOO\��WKH�ZRUG�̸XQLTXH̹�LV�LQ�WKLV�ODWWHU�FDWHJRU\�̱�
something is either unique or it isn’t, and it is logically incorrect to say something is “more 
XQLTXH̹�RU�̸OHVV�XQLTXH�̹��2QO\�DGMHFWLYHV�WKDW�DGPLW�RI�GHJUHH��DGMHFWLYHV�DERXW�ZKLFK�ZH�FDQ�
OHJLWLPDWHO\�VD\�̸PRUH̹�RU�̸OHVV̹��FDQ�EH�XVHG�LQ�WKHVH�WZR�VWUXFWXUHV��1RWLFH��ZH�FRXOG�XVH�D�
SDUWLFLSOH�LQ�WKH�SODFH�RI�DQ�RUGLQDU\�DGMHFWLYH�

����7KH�KLJKHVW�SHDNV�RI�WKH�+LPDOD\DV�DUH�VR�WDOO�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�LQVXIͤFLHQW�R[\JHQ�WR�VXSSRUW�
OLIH�DW�WKH�SHDNV�

����7KH�DSSHDO�RI�WKH������ͤOP�Casablanca LV�VR�HQGXULQJ�WKDW��HYHU�VLQFH�LWV�UHOHDVH��LW�KDV�
EHHQ�QDPHG�DV�RQH�RI�WKH�JUHDWHVW�ͤOPV�RI�DOO�WLPHV�

����*OHQQ�*RXOG�ZDV�VR�GHYRWHG�WR�UHFUHDWLQJ�IODZOHVVO\�WKH�LQWHQWLRQV�RI�WKH�FRPSRVHUV�WKDW�
KH�IRUHVZRUH�OLYH�SHUIRUPDQFH�HQWLUHO\�DQG�FKRVH�WR�SHUIRUP�RQO\�LQ�WKH�SULVWLQH�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�
WKH�UHFRUGLQJ�VWXGLR�IRU�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV�RI�KLV�OLIH�

clauses of consequence
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����7KH�SODQHWV�9HQXV�DQG�-XSLWHU�DUH�VR�EULJKW�DV�WR�RXWVKLQH�HDVLO\�WKH�VWDUV�RI�WKH�QLJKW-
WLPH�VN\�

����&ULWLFV�VXJJHVW�WKDW�-RKQVRQ�EHFDPH�VR�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�WKH�$PHULFDQ�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�
9LHWQDP�DV�WR�QHJOHFW�HQWLUHO\�WKH�VRFLDO�SURJUDPV�IRU�ZKLFK�KH�KDG�EHHQ�HOHFWHG�

1RWLFH��LQ�ERWK�����DQG������WKH�DGMHFWLYH̵V�SODFH�LV�WDNHQ�E\�ORQJ�SDUWLFLSLDO�SKUDVHV��H[SHFW�
WR�VHH�VLPLODU�FRQVWUXFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�*0$7�6HQWHQFH�&RUUHFWLRQ�

,Q�WKH�ͤQDO�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��such [noun] that��WKH�QRXQ�PD\�EH�PRGLͤHG�E\�DQ�DGMHFWLYH�WKDW�LV�
WKH�REMHFW�RI�WKH�LQWHQVLͤHU�̸VXFK̹���7KH�QRXQ�DOVR�PD\�EH�D�VLQJXODU�QRXQ�ZLWK�WKH�DUWLFOH�̸D̹�
— “such a tragedy“, “such a triumph“, “such a problem“, “such a help̹�̱�EXW�WKLV�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�
ZRXOG�EH�UDUH�LQ�WKH�IRUPDO�ODQJXDJH�RI�WKH�*0$7�

����0RGHUQ�PDWKHPDWLFV�LV�VXFK�D�GLYHUVH�DQG�IUDJPHQWHG�GLVFLSOLQH�WKDW�IHZ�SURIHVVRUV�
XQGHUVWDQG�PXFK�RXWVLGH�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�QDUURZ�UHJLRQ�RI�H[SHUWLVH�

����7KH�'RQ�-XDQ�OHJHQGV�SUHVHQWHG�VXFK�D�SURYRFDWLYH�FKDUDFWHU�WKDW�QXPHURXV�ZRUNV�RI�
DUW�DQG�VXEVHTXHQW�SKLORVRSKLFDO�ZRUNV�H[SORUHG�WKH�WKHPHV�

����7KH�EDOOHW�Le Sacre du printemps�SUHVHQWHG�VXFK�UDGLFDO�EUHDNWKURXJKV�LQ�WRQDOLW\�WKDW�LW�
SURGXFHG�ULRWV�DPRQJ�WKH�DXGLHQFH�DW�WKH�SUHPLHUH�

clauses of consequence
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The following forms can be used when one term of the comparison is the subject of the 
sentence, a very common form on GMAT Sentence Correction.

more than
more (adjective) than
different from
in contrast to A, B
unlike A, B
compared to A, B

7KH�ͤUVW�LQYROYHV�D�IHZ�YDULDWLRQV���,I�WKH�YHUE�LV�LQWUDQVLWLYH��L�H��LW�WDNHV�QR�GLUHFW�REMHFW���WKHQ�
we can use the construction A [verb] “more than” B.

���$OLVRQ�VLQJV�PRUH�WKDQ�%HUWUDQG�

Here, the phrase “more than” can be replaced with any comparative adverb phrase.

���&KDUOHV�VOHHSV�PRUH�GHHSO\�WKDQ�'DYLG�

���(OL]DEHWK�ODXJKV�PRUH�KHDUWLO\�WKDQ�)UDQFLQH.

,Q�DQ\�RI�WKRVH�WKUHH��LW�ZRXOG�DOVR�EH�FRUUHFW�WR�VWLFN�D�YHUE�DIWHU�WKH�ZRUG�̸WKDQ̹

�D��$OLVRQ�VLQJV�PRUH�WKDQ�GRHV�%HUWUDQG�

�D��&KDUOHV�VOHHSV�PRUH�GHHSO\�WKDQ�'DYLG�GRHV�

7KHVH�VHQWHQFH�DUH�ͤQH�HLWKHU�ZLWK�RU�ZLWKRXW�WKH�YHUE�DIWHU�WKH�ZRUG�̸WKDQ�̹

,I�WKH�YHUE�LV�WUDQVLWLYH��L�H��LW�WDNHV�D�GLUHFW�REMHFW���WKHQ�ZH�XVH�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�A [verb] 
“more” [direct object] “than” B or A [verb] [direct object] [comparative adverb] “than” B.

���*HUDOG�KDV�SXEOLVKHG�PRUH�DUWLFOHV�WKDQ�+HQU\�

���,SKLJHQLD�IROORZV�EDVHEDOO�PRUH�DYLGO\�WKDQ�GRHV�-DPHV�

comparisons to subjects
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���.HQ�JLYHV�PRUH�PRQH\�WR�FKDULW\�WKDQ�GRHV�/DZUHQFH�

,Q�����ZH�FRXOG�KDYH�DGGHG�D�YHUE�DIWHU�̸WKDQ̹�̱�WKDW�DOVR�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�FRUUHFW���,Q����
DQG�����WKH�YHUE�DIWHU�̸WKDQ̹�LV�DEVROXWHO\�QHFHVVDU\�WR�UHVROYH�DPELJXLW\���&RQVLGHU�WKHP�
without this second verb:

5a) Iphigenia follows baseball more avidly than James.
6a) Ken gives more money to charity than Lawrence.

'RHV�,SKLJHQLD�IROORZ�-DPHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�EDVHEDOO"�'RHV�.HQ�JLYH�PRQH\�WR�/DZUHQFH�DV�ZHOO�
DV�WR�FKDULW\"��7KH�DEVHQFH�RI�D�YHUE�FUHDWHV�DPELJXLW\��LV�WKH�REMHFW�RI�̸WKDQ̹�LQ�SDUDOOHO�ZLWK�
WKH�VXEMHFW�RU�WKH�GLUHFW�REMHFW"��7KLV�DPELJXLW\�GLG�QRW�DULVH�LQ�����EHFDXVH�*HUDOG�FRXOG�QRW�
SRVVLEO\�̸SXEOLVK̹�+HQU\�̱�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�FRQWH[W��+HQU\�FDQ�RQO\�EH�SDUDOOHO�WR�WKH�VXEMHFW����
Without the verb, though, the other two are ambiguous, and the GMAT Sentence Correction 
hates ambiguity.

7KH�DGMHFWLYH�̸GLIIHUHQW̹�LGLRPDWLFDOO\�WDNH�WKH�SUHSRVLWLRQ�̸IURP�̹��7KH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�“A is 
different from B”�FRQWUDVWV�$�ZLWK�%��EXW�LW̵V�QRW�YHU\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�LQ�DQG�RI�LWVHOI���,I�ZH�DGG�DQ�
“in that” clause, then the sentence becomes much more sophisticat ed:

���7KH�ͤQDO�PRYHPHQW�RI�%UDKPV̴�Fourth Symphony�LV�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�ͤQDO�PRYHPHQW�RI�
virtually every other symphony in the classical repertoire in that is a passacaglia.

7KH�QH[W�WKUHH�LGLRPV�DOO�DFW�DV�PRGLͤHUV�WR�WKH�VXEMHFW�

���&RPSDUHG�WR�WKH Mona Lisa��/HRQDUGR̴V�Lady with an Ermine has a smile that is far less 
famous but just as enigmatic.

���,Q�FRQWUDVW�WR�KLV�GHSUDYHG�SUHGHFHVVRU�&DOLJXOD��&ODXGLXV�����%&(�̰�$'�����ZDV�D�SDUWLF-
XODUO\�MXVW�DQG�HIͤFLHQW�UXOHU�ZKR�HQULFKHG�WKH�HPSLUH�ZLWK�H[WHQVLYH�SXEOLF�ZRUNV�

����8QOLNH�D�PD]H��D�ODE\ULQWK�KDV�RQO\�RQH�SDWK�IURP�HQWUDQFH�WR�JRDO�DQG�WKXV�LQYROYHV�QR�
choices at all: its object is inner reflection and mystical contemplation, rather than the ratio-
QDO�SX]]OH�VROYLQJ�WKDW�D�PD]H�GHPDQGV�

comparisons to subjects

67

http://magoosh.com/gmat/2013/gmat-idiom-ebook
http://gmat.magoosh.com/?utm_source=GMAT&utm_medium=eBook&utm_campaign=Idiom


Idioms of Comparison

Have feedback or questions?
http://magoosh.com/gmat/2013/gmat-idiom-ebook http://gmat.magoosh.com

PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

6HQWHQFH�����ZDV�D�̸WZR�IHU̹�̱�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�̸XQOLNH̹�LGLRP��ZH�DOVR�KDG�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�
the “rather than” than idiom.  Both rather and instead can be used as adverbs, meaning “on 
the contrary,” but these constructions don’t appear on the GMAT.  The GMAT focuses on 
UDWKHU�WKDQ�YV��LQVWHDG�RI���7KH�ODWWHU�LV�D�FRPSRXQG�SUHSRVLWLRQ��DQG�DV�VXFK��FRXOG�RQO\�WDNH�
a noun as its object.  By contrast, rather than�FDQ�DFW�DV�HLWKHU�D�SUHSRVLWLRQ��WDNLQJ�D�QRXQ��
RU�D�VXERUGLQDWH�FRQMXQFWLRQ��IROORZHG�E\�D�IXOO�FODXVH����,QVWHDG�RI�FRXOG�RQO\�SXW�QRXQV�LQ�
SDUDOOHO��EXW�UDWKHU�WKDQ�FDQ�SXW�QRXQV�RU�YHUEV�RU�HQWLUH�DFWLRQV�LQ�SDUDOOHO���,Q�JHQHUDO��WKH�
GMAT seems to avoid the situations in which a correct use of “instead of” would be allowed, 
and seems to use “instead of” only as an incorrect choice for “rather than.”

����6KH�VLPSO\�ERXJKW�D�FRQGR�LQ�%RVWRQ��UDWKHU�WKDQ�SD\�IRU�D�KRWHO�URRP�IRU�VHYHUDO�
months.

,Q�WKDW�VHQWHQFH��WKH�YHUEV�̸ERXJKW̹�DQG�̸SD\̹�DUH�LQ�SDUDOOHO���1RWLFH��VLQFH�WKH�ODWWHU�DFWLRQ�LV�
K\SRWKHWLFDO��LW�LV�LQ�WKH�VXEMXQFWLYH���,I�WKLV�ZHUH�WKH�FRUUHFW�FKRLFH�LQ�D�6HQWHQFH�&RUUHFWLRQ�
question, a typical incorrect choice would be:

11a) She simply bought condo in Boston, instead of paying for a hotel room for several 
months.

“rather” vs. “instead”

%HFDXVH�DOO�WKUHH�RI�WKHVH�DUH�PRGLͤHUV��DOO�WKUHH�DUH�YXOQHUDEOH�WR�SUREOHPV�LQYROYLQJ�WKH�
PRGLͤHU�WRXFK�UXOH���)RU�H[DPSOH��FRQVLGHU

8a) Compared to the Mona Lisa, Leonardo painted The Lady with an Ermine in order to...

7KLV�LV�D�FODVVLF�*0$7�6HQWHQFH�&RUUHFWLRQ�PLVWDNH�SDWWHUQ�̱�KHUH��WKH�JUDPPDU�VXJJHVWV�
ZH�DUH�FRPSDULQJ�WKH�SDLQWLQJ�7KH�0RQD�/LVD�WR�WKH�DUWLVW�/HRQDUGR�GD�9LQFL���7KH�*0$7�
loves�WR�FRQVWUXFW�LQFRUUHFW�6&�DQVZHU�FKRLFHV�RI�WKLV�IRUP��PLVSODFHG�PRGLͤHUV�DQG�YLROD-
WLRQV�RI�WKH�0RGLͤHU�7RXFK�5XOH�IRU�FRPSDUDWLYH�PRGLͤHUV���7KLV�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�
PLVWDNH�SDWWHUQV�RQ�WKH�HQWLUH�6HQWHQFH�&RUUHFWLRQ�VHFWLRQ�

comparisons to subjects
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The proper idioms here are distinguish between A and B and distinction between A and B, 
distinguish A from B and the distinction of A from B.  The subtle differences between these 
DUH�QRW�ZRUWK�H[SORULQJ�̱�WKH�*0$7�6HQWHQFH�&RUUHFWLRQ�ZLOO�QRW�VSOLW�KDLUV�OLNH�WKLV����,Q�DOO�RI�
these constructions, both A and B have to be either nouns or something that acts as a noun 
̱�D�JHUXQG�RU�D�VXEVWDQWLYH�FODXVH����+HUH̵V�DQ�H[DPSOH�ZLWK�JHUXQGV�

����0DQ\�HWKLFLVWV�GR�QRW�GLVWLQJXLVK�EHWZHHQ�WHOOLQJ�DQ�RXWULJKW�OLH�DQG�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�FRQ-
cealing some part of the true.

+HUH̵V�DQ�H[DPSOH�ZLWK�VXEVWDQWLYH�FODXVHV�

����7KH�GLVWLQFWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�WKH�H\H�VHHV�IURP�ZKDW�WKH�EUDLQ�SHUFHLYHV�LV��IRU�DOO�SUDFWLFDO�
purposes, meaningless.

distinction

Idioms of Comparison
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

Both of these idioms are correct: in contrast with and in contrast to.  The construction “as 
contrasted with/to” is not acceptable.  Both “with” and “to” are prepositions, so again, they 
FDQ�EH�IROORZHG�E\�D�QRXQ��RU�E\�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�DFWV�DV�D�QRXQ�̱�D�JHUXQG�RU�D�VXEVWDQWLYH�
FODXVH���+HUH̵V�DQ�H[DPSOH�ZLWK�D�JHUXQG�

����,Q�FRQWUDVW�WR�VHQGLQJ�DQ�HPDLO��ZULWLQJ�D�WH[W�PHVVDJH�VHHPV�OLNH�VXFK�DQ�HYDQHVFHQW�
form of communication.

7KH�*0$7�6HQWHQFH�&RUUHFW�GRHV�QRW�OLNH�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�>SUHSRVLWLRQ@>QRXQ@SDUWLFLSLDO�SKUDVH@�
̱�WKDW̵V�WRR�PXFK�̸DFWLRQ̹�IRU�D�SUHSRVLWLRQ�WR�FRQWDLQ�

15a) In contrast to Dante assigning his enemies to hell, Joyce, in Finnegans Wake, cele-
brates and has fun even with the words of his harshest critics.

:H�ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�FKDQJH�WKDW�ͤUVW�DFWLRQ�HQWLUHO\�WR�D�QRXQ��H�J��̸'DQWH̵V�DVVLJQPHQW�RI�KLV�
enemies to hell” = awkward!���RU�KDYH�WR�XVH�D�VXERUGLQDWH�FRQMXQFWLRQ�FRQWUDVW�ZRUG��VXFK�
as “whereas”

��E��:KHUHDV�'DQWH�DVVLJQHG�KLV�HQHPLHV�WR�KHOO��-R\FH��LQ�)LQQHJDQV�:DNH��FHOHEUDWHV�DQG�
has fun even with the words of his harshest critics.

contrast
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

Here, we reach the heights of Parnassus, some of the most sophisticated language you could 
see on the GMAT Sentence Correction.

same to A as to B
just as P, so Q
X is to Y what A is to B

7KH�ͤUVW�LV�D�UHPDUNDEO\�VXFFLQFW�FRQVWUXFWLRQ���,Q�WKLV��$�DQG�%�DUH�PRVW�RIWHQ�SHRSOH��DQG�
WKH�VXEMHFW�LV�VRPH�VRUW�RI�H[SHULHQFH�

����$UH�WKH�HPRWLRQDO�LQIOHFWLRQV�LQ�WKH�KXPDQ�YRLFH�WKH�VDPH�WR�D�GRJ�DV�WR�D�EDE\"

1RWLFH��ZH�FRXOG�LQFOXGH�UHSHDW�WKH�VXEMHFW�	�YHUE�DIWHU�̸DV̹�̱�“as they are to a baby”�̱�WKLV�
would also be correct, but less succinct.

,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�LGLRP��3�DQG�4�DUH�IXOO�>QRXQ@�>YHUE@�FODXVHV��GHVFULELQJ�DFWLRQV�ZH�DUH�FRP-
paring.

����-XVW�DV�'DUZLQ̴V�LGHDV�̸GHWKURQHG̹�KXPDQV�IURP�WKHLU�VXSSRVHG�XQLTXH�SODFH�DPRQJ�
ELRORJLFDO�HQWLWLHV��VR�)UHXG̴V�LGHDV�VXERUGLQDWHG�WKH�FRQVFLRXV�VXEMHFW�WR�PXFK�PRUH�SRZHU�
IRUFHV�RI�WKH�8QFRQVFLRXV�

����-XVW�DV�WKH�6XQ�LV�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�HLJKW�SODQHWV�DQG�QXPHURXV�VPDOOHU�VDWHOOLWHV��VR�-XSLWHU�
KROGV�LQ�RUELW�IRXU�ODUJH�PRRQV�DQG�GR]HQV�RI�VPDOOHU�PRRQV��IRUPLQJ�D�̸VRODU�V\VWHP�LQ�
miniature.”

3HUKDSV�WKH�PRVW�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�LV�WKH�ͤQDO�LGLRP��ZKLFK�FRPSDUHV�WZR�UHODWLRQVKLSV�̱�LW�
FRPSDUHV�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�;�	�<�WR�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�$�	�%�

����)UDQNOLQ�ZDV�WR�PDQ\�RI�WKH�\RXQJHU�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�&RQWLQHQWDO�&RQJUHVV��VXFK�DV�
-HIIHUVRQ�DQG�+DQFRFN��ZKDW�1LHOV�%RKU�ZDV�WR�WKH�IRXQGHUV�RI�4XDQWXP�0HFKDQLFV�

����7KH�DQFLHQW�&HOWLF�VWRULHV�RI�$UWKXU�ZHUH�WR�0DORU\̵V�Le Morte D’Arthur what Muslim tales 
of the Mi’raj�ZHUH�WR�'DQWH̵V�Divine Comedy.

sophisticated idioms
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1) According to Kepler’s Second Law of Planetary Motion, as a planet moves through its 

elliptical orbit, it changes its orbital speed as its distance from the Sun changes: in particular, 

the closer the planet is to the Sun, then it is moving its orbit that much faster.

 A. the closer the planet is to the Sun, then it is moving in its orbit that much faster

 B. the closer the planet is to the Sun, the faster it moves in its orbit

 C. when the planet is closer to the Sun, the faster it moves in its orbit

 D. when the planet is closer to the Sun, moving fasting in its orbit as well

 E. by being closer to the Sun, also moving fasting in its orbit

2) Kepler’s Third Law says expresses the relationship between the semi-major axis of a 

planet’s orbit and its orbital period: the further a planet’s orbit is from the Sun, the longer the 

planet’s period of revolution around the Sun.

 A. the further a planet’s orbit is from the Sun, the longer the planet’s period of revolution 

around the Sun

 B. when a planet’s orbit is further from the Sun, the longer the planet’s period of revolution 

around the Sun

 C. the further a planet’s orbit is from the Sun, thereby the planet’s period of revolution around 

the Sun is that much longer

 D. when a planet’s orbit is further from the Sun, the planet’s period of revolution around the 

Sun being that much longer

 E. by having an orbit further from the Sun, a planet also having a period of revolution around 

the Sun being that much longer

practice question

Suppose A and B are two items or qualities or quantities, and we want to express how one of 

them changes as a result of the other one changing; that is, we want to express the interre-

lated nature of their changes.   This is the formal structure of the idiom:

“the” (comparative adjective or adverb) (independent clause about A), “the” (comparative 

adjective or adverb) (independent clause about B)

the idiom
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The words “the” beginning each part are crucial, as is the comma separating the two parts.  

This idiom stands alone as an independent clause, and therefore can be a complete sentence 

by itself, or can play a role in a larger sentence.  Here are some examples.

3) The higher they fly, the harder they fall.

4)  The straighter an arrow, the truer it flies.

5) The hotter the surface temperature of a star, the more light per square meter it radiates.

6) “The more you tighten your grip, Tarkin, the more star systems will slip through your 

ͤQJHUV�̹

If you understand the layout of this idiom, see whether that changes your answers to the 

questions above.  You may want to give them a second look before reading the solutions 

below.   May the Force be with you.

/LNH�D�TXHVWLRQ�LQ�WKH�2*����6&������WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�LV�GHVLJQHG�VSHFLͤFDOO\�WR�WHVW�WKLV�SDWWHUQ���
Only one of the answers in each follows this particular idiom perfectly, and the other four 

answer choices in each are both idiomatically and grammatically incorrect.  The correct 

choices are (B) LQ�WKH�ͤUVW�DQG�(A) in the second.

practice questions solutions
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Some things in life (cars, cats, houses, lawnmowers, etc.) come in countable units.  The 
hallmark of items that are countable nouns is that we would ask, “how many?”  (how many 
cars? how many cats? etc.)

Some things in life (air, water, pleasure, pain, science, art, money, etc.) can come in varying 
quantities, but there are no countable units; rather, these things come in what you might call 
uncountable bulk.  The hallmark of uncountable nouns is that we would ask the question 
“how much?” (How much air is in that tire? How much pain was he in?  How much science 
does she know?)

This distinction between countable vs. uncountable will be important below.

countable vs. uncountable

When something countable increases, we use “more”

1) Holland has more tulips than does any other country in Western Europe.

Tulips are separate: you can count how many tulips you have.

When something uncountable increases, we also use also “more”

2) The US State of Georgia has more land than does the state of Pennsylvania.

3) It costs more to go to the ballgame than to go to the opera.

Land is an uncountable noun, and in #3, the implicit noun is “money”, which is also 
uncountable.

The question arises: when do we use “greater” rather than “more”?  We use “greater” when 
the noun in question is a number. We can count the number of tulips, but a tulip itself is not 
a number.  Some examples of nouns that are themselves numbers are: percent, interest rate, 
population, volume, distance, price, cost, and number.

“more” vs. “greater”
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4) The area of Georgia is greater than that of Pennsylvania.

5) The price of a trip to the ballgame is greater than the cost of a night at the opera.

6) Call option premia are greater when interest rates are higher.

(Notice, for certain economic quantities, we will use “higher” for an increase.) In general, 
things take “more” but numbers take “greater.” The “increasing” case is the easier of the two 
cases.

I will warn you: we are coming up on one of the most frequently made mistakes in spoken 
English.  Even otherwise highly literate and intelligent people routinely make this mistake.  
Yet, the GMAT will penalize you for making this mistake.  It’s the confusion of “less” and 
“fewer.”

When something uncountable decreases, we use “less”:

7) Pennsylvania has less land than does Georgia.

8) I have gotten less water in my basement since sealing the windows.

OK, now get ready for the mistake-zone.  When something countable decreases, we use 
“fewer”:

9) Female drivers tend to get fewer speeding tickets.

10) My dorm had fewer international students.

11) When fewer people are unemployed, the interest rates tend to rise.

12) If you were rich, would you have fewer problems?

It’s quite possible that some of those, or even all of those, “sound” wrong.  Many many people 
would make the mistake of using the word “less” in those sentences even though the word 
“fewer” is 100% correct.  If you can count it, you need to use “fewer” instead of “less.”  In 
other words, whenever you would use “how many?” instead of “how much?”, you need to use 
“fewer” instead of “less.”

“more” vs. “greater”
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By the way, the winner for the all-time most widespread grammatically incorrect sign: “ten 

items or less”.  How many times have you seen that grammatical error at the grocery store?

Mercifully, when we compare numbers, and numbers decrease, we can simply go back to 

using “less.”

13) The population of Mongolia is less than that of Los Angeles.

14) The cost of a night at the opera is less than total cost of a day at the ballgame.

15) The melting point of zinc is less than that of copper.

BTW, “melting point” is a temperature, so it is indeed a number.

“less” vs. “fewer”
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First of all, try this Sentence Correction question.  A full explanation will follow later in the 

post.

1) Whereas both Europe and China use standard railroad gauge (1435 mm), Russia deliber-

ately chose the wider “Russian gauge” (1520 mm) that gives greater side-to-side stability in 

railways cars and, more importantly, acts as a national defense, so that it would block foreign 

army’s supply line and preventing these bordering powers from invading by train.

A. acts as a national defense, so that it would block

B. acts like a national defense, so as to block

C. acts as a national defense, blocking

D. acting as a national defense, blocking

E. acting like a national defense, would block

In general “like” is followed only by a single noun, and is used to compare nouns; but “as” is 

followed by a full noun + verb clause, and is used to compare actions.

2) This rookie swings like Ted Williams.

3) Ted Williams leads the majors in career on-base percentage, as Babe Ruth leads in career 

slugging percentage.  Each is in second place behind the other on the respective lists.

“like” vs. “as”

You will get a lot of mileage out of the general rule for “like” vs. “as”, but it is no longer a 

reliable guide when you get to this idiom.

In English, the idiom “to act like” means to behavior or comport one’s self in imitation of 

something else.  If I “act like a king”, that implies that I am not a king, but something about 

my behavior (presumably, my entitlement and presumption) resembles that of a king.  

“act like”
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A person is capable of intending to imitate something, so a person can “act like” something.  
Conceivably, an intelligent animal (one of the higher primates, for example) could be induced 
to imitate something, in which case we could say: the chimpanzee “acts like” such-and-such.  
Any inanimate object is utterly devoid of intentionality, so we cannot in any way attribute 
imitative behavior to it: therefore, we can never use the idiom “act like” with an inanimate 
object.  With an object, we always have to use “act as.”

“act like”

First of all, from the foregoing discussion, we know that the inanimate object “Russian 
gauge” cannot “act like” anything, because it doesn’t have the conscious ability to imitate.   If 
the subject is an inanimate object, we need to use “act as”.  Thus, (B) and (E) are out imme-
diately.

We also have two parallel constructions we need to maintain here.  We need the two verbs 
IROORZLQJ�̸5XVVLDQ�JDXJH̹�WR�EH�LQ�SDUDOOHO�̱�WKH�ͤUVW�LV�̸JLYHV̹��VR�WKH�VHFRQG�KDV�WR�EH�WKH�
parallel “acts” — thus, (D) is out.

The second parallelism is between “would block”/”blocking” and the participle “preventing”; 
FOHDUO\��ZH�QHHG�WKH�SDUWLFLSOH�̸EORFNLQJ̹�IRU�WKH�ͤUVW�YHUE���7KHUHIRUH���$��LV�RXW��DQG�WKH�RQO\�
correct answer remaining is (C).

explanation of the question
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The verb consist is an intransitive verb — that is, a verb that does not take a direct object; in 
other words, there’s no passive form of this verb, so we only have to worry about the active 
form.  In the construction “P consists of Q”, P is the whole, and Q is the part.

1. In poker, a full house consists of a pair of one value and three of a kind of another value.

2. Most soft drinks, consisting of little more than sugar water, have no nutritional value.  

“consists of”

In the active form, “P composes Q”, P is the part, and Q is the whole: the active form of this 
verb is rare in formal language.  The word “compose” is used more commonly in the passive.   
The passive form of this verb does not follow the standard pattern with the preposition “by” 
— instead, the passive of “P composes Q” is “Q is composed of P.”

3.  The Legislative Branch of the United States government is composed of two chambers, 
the House of Representatives and the Senate.

4. The US Virgin Islands, composed of three large islands and number of smaller islands, 
have been a US territory since 1916.

“compose”

This is a very tricky word, and few people use it correctly; many confuse it with “compose”, 
which means something quite different.   Technically, in the construction “P comprises Q”, P 
is the whole, Q is the parts, and it is understood from this construction that Q is an exhaus-
tive list of the parts.

5. The state of California comprises 58 counties.

6. A baseball team, comprising a full roster of 25 men, never has more than nine players on 
WKH�ͤHOG�DW�DQ\�RQH�WLPH�

“comprise”
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This verb could also be used in the passive.  Many folks confuse this word with the word 
“compose”, and we seem to be reaching the point at which the mistakes are starting to bleed 
over into standard English — traditionally, “is comprised of” would have been considered 
absolutely wrong, but now, some authorities on usage allow it.  Given the confusion over this 
word, I believe the GMAT is likely to avoid it.

“comprise”

1RZ��SHUKDSV�WKH�WULFNLHVW�ZRUG�RQ�WKH�OLVW��,Q�WKH�DFWLYH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�̸3�H[HPSOLͤHV�4̹��3�LV�
WKH�VSHFLͤF�H[DPSOH��DQG�4�LV�WKH�JHQHUDO�FDVH�

���0DJRRVK�H[HPSOLͤHV�WKH�VPDOO�KLJK�WHFK�%D\�$UHD�VWDUW�XSV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�VXFFHVVIXO�
doing business around the globe.

9. The Eroica Symphony, exemplifying a symphony of the Classical period, arguably contains 
DOO�WKH�GHͤQLQJ�IHDWXUHV�RI�WKH�5RPDQWLF�PRYHPHQW�

10. The quaternions, exemplifying a noncommutative division algebra, form one of only two 
ͤQLWH�GLPHQVLRQDO�GLYLVLRQ�ULQJV�FRQWDLQLQJ�WKH�UHDO�QXPEHUV�DV�D�SURSHU�VXEULQJ�

“exemplify”

This may be the easiest word on the list.   In the active form “P includes Q”, P is the whole 
and Q is the part; this active form is completely straightforward.  The passive form is unusual 
only in that it takes the preposition “in”, instead of the standard preposition “by.”

7a.  The European Union includes both Slovakia and Slovenia.

7b.  Both Slovakia and Slovenia are included in the European Union.

“include”
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(Aren’t you glad you don’t have to answer Reading Comprehension questions about quater-

nions?!)

:KHQ�ZH�FKDQJH�̸3�H[HPSOLͤHV�4̹�WR�WKH�SDVVLYH�̸4�LV�H[HPSOLͤHG�E\�3̹��WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�WKH�
passive, Q, is the general case, and the object of “by” is the example.

�����%HWD�GHFD\�LV�H[HPSOLͤHG�E\�WKH�GHFD\�RI�&����WR�VWDEOH�1LWURJHQ�

����3LUDWHV�RI�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�̸*ROGHQ�$JH�RI�3LUDF\̸��H[HPSOLͤHG�E\�&DSWDLQ�.LGG�DQG�%ODFN-

beard, played a large role in the settlement and control of European colonies in the New 

World.

����-DPHV�-R\FH̴V�OLWHUDU\�DOWHU�HJRV��H[HPSOLͤHG�E\�6WHSKHQ�'HGDOXV�LQ�ERWK�Portrait of the 
Artist as a Young Man and the Ulysses and by Shem the Penman in Finnegans Wake, offer 

his biographers tantalizing insights into his motivations and methods.

“exemplify”
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First, consider this question before you read the section.

1) In a recent policy shift, the management of the county’s pubic senior-citizen facilities have 
cut staff hours as means to greater economic sustainability and have lowered the percent-
age of new residents it will accept whose only source of income is Social Security.

 A. to greater economic sustainability and have lowered
 B. to greater sustainability economically and have lowered
 C. of greater economic sustainability and lowering
 D. of greater sustainability economically and lowering
 E. for greater economic sustainability and the lowering of

A complete explanation of this question will come at the end of this section.

question

One of the splits in this SC question is the opening preposition, the preposition which 
accompanies “means” in the stem.

This is one of the subtlest of English idioms.  First of all, “means for” is wrong 100% of the 
WLPH��WKDW̵V�HDV\���:KDW̵V�GLIͤFXOW�LV�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�̸PHDQV�RI̹�DQG�̸PHDQV�WR�̹

When we say “X as a means of Y” suggests that X is a kind of Y.  For example, I might say:

2) Dining out only seldom is a means of saving money.

���+DQG�JHVWXUHV�DORQH�GR�QRW�DOZD\V�VXIͤFH�DV�D�PHDQV�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�

In #2, there are many ways to save money, and one of those, one kind of way to save money, 
is to dine out infrequently.  In #3, there are several forms of communication, and one of 
WKRVH��DOWKRXJK�QRW�DOZD\V�WKH�PRVW�HIͤFLHQW��DUH�KDQG�JHVWXUHV�

1RWLFH��LQ�SDUWLFXODU��WKH�VSHFLͤF�(QJOLVK�LGLRP�̸E\�PHDQV�RI̹��ZKLFK�PHDQV�̸ZLWK�WKH�XVH�RU�
help of.”

difference a preposition makes
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4) Having lost my paddles downstream, I rowed the canoe by means of a plank.

By contrast, the idiom “X as a means to Y” clearly delineates a difference between X and Y: X 

is a step on the way to Y, but X and Y are clearly different things, and one’s intent is to use X 

and thereby move past it toward Y.  In this construct, Y is the true goal, the true object of 

one’s intention, and X is merely a method employed to achieve this goal.

5) She adopted a no-carb diet as a means to losing weight quickly.

6) The historic town invested in a billboard along the nearby interstate as a means to 

increased tourism.

In #5, the no-carbs diet is not a goal in and of itself: rather, it is simply a tool, a method, but 

which the person in question intends to lose weight.  In #6, the billboard is not a goal in and 

of itself; the town’s goal is increased tourism, and the billboard is simply a method they hope 

will achieve this.

By no means should you assume these are the only idioms in English involving “means”, but 

by all means you should study this particular distinction, a possible split on more challenging 

Sentence Correction questions.  We want to support your understanding of GMAT SC by any 

means!

difference a preposition makes

1) In a recent policy shift, the management of the county’s pubic senior-citizen facilities have 

cut staff hours as means to greater economic sustainability and have lowered the percent-

age of new residents it will accept whose only source of income is Social Security.

 A. to greater economic sustainability and have lowered

 B. to greater sustainability economically and have lowered

 C. of greater economic sustainability and lowering

 D. of greater sustainability economically and lowering

 E. for greater economic sustainability and the lowering of

the question again
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The foregoing discussion has probably helped you narrow down the choices.  “Means for” is 
always wrong, so (E) is out.  Here we are discussing cutting staff hours vs. greater economic 
sustainability.  We don’t want to suggest that cutting staff hours is a kind of greater econom-
ic sustainability.  Rather, cutting staff hours is not desirable in and of itself, but it’s a step the 
senior-citizen facilities are taking to reach their intended goal of greater economic sustain-
ability.  Therefore, in this context, “means to” is correct and “means of” is incorrect.  That 
narrows choices down to (A) and (B).

Notice, also, the verbs “have cut” and “have lowered”/”lowering” must be in parallel, so “have 
lowered” is correct —- also (A) and (B) only.  The difference between them is another tricky 
split I have discussed in this post: http://magoosh.com/gmat/2012/gmat-sentence-correc-
tion-the-power-of-al-the-adjectival-ending/.  The phrase “greater economic sustainability” 
WHOOV�XV�VSHFLͤFDOO\��ZKDW�NLQG�RI�VXVWDLQDELOLW\"��9HU\�VSHFLͤFDOO\��WKH\�ZDQW�WR�VWD\�ͤQDQFLDO-
ly afloat: that’s economic sustainability.  By contrast, “greater sustainability economically” 
PHDQV�WKH\�ZDQW�EURDGHU�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�LQ�JHQHUDO��ͤQDQFLDO��HPRWLRQDO��PRUDO��VSLULWXDO��HWF���
and they want to achieve this broad sustainability economically, that is to say, at low cost.  In 
context, that’s wacky.  Clearly, the word “economic”/”economically” is supposed to tell us the 
VSHFLͤF�NLQG�RI�VXVWDLQDELOLW\��QRW�WR�TXDOLI\�WKDW�WKLV�EURDG�RSHQ�HQGHG�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�VKRXOG�
be achieved with cost-cutting measure.  Therefore, (A) is the best answer.

the explanation
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This post concerns the idioms surrounding the use of “idea” words: idea, belief, view, doc-
trine, dogma, principle, hypothesis, theory, teaching, ideology, etc.   What are the correct 

idioms to use with these words: belief in? principle of?  doctrine that?  Let’s sort all this out.

“idea” words

First of all, the idiom is very different depending on whether we talking about the source of 

WKH�LGHD�RU�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�WKH�LGHD���+HUH��OHW̵V�IRFXV�ͤUVW�RQ�WKH�source.   This includes not 

only the person who cooked up the idea, but also all the folks who in one way or another 

“interact” with the idea, by agreeing, disagreeing, supporting, disproving, etc.

For the source or other interaction, we can use either a “that”/”which” subordinate clause

3) The doctrine that the pope proclaimed ….
���7KH�LGHD�DERXW�ZKLFK�'DUZLQ�ͤUVW�ZURWH�̿
5) The view that Spinoza repudiated ….
���7KH�WKHRU\�WKDW�(LQVWHLQ�VXSSODQWHG�̿�

Notice that, in #4, we used the idiom “to write about.”  We also can use the preposition “of” 

VSHFLͤFDOO\�IRU�D�VRXUFH�

���7KH�GRFWULQHV�RI�FODVVLFDO�%XGGKLVP�̿�
���7KH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�&RQIXFLXV�̿�
���7KH�WKRXJKW�RI�WKH�7KRPLVW�VFKRRO�̿�
����7KH�LGHRORJ\�RI�WKH�.KPHU�5RXJH�̿�

Certain “interact-with-the-idea” words have their own idiom.  For example, the verbs “argue”, 

̸ͤJKW̹��DQG�̸VWUXJJOH̹�DUH�XVHG�ZLWK�WKH�SUHSRVLWLRQ�̸DJDLQVW̹�

����7KH�YLHZ�DJDLQVW�ZKLFK�$WKDQDVLXV�IRXJKW�̿�
����7KH�SRVLWLRQ�DJDLQVW�ZKLFK�%U\DQ�DUJXHG�̿�

Source of the idea/interaction 
with the idea
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In contrast to talking about the source of the idea or other people’s relationship to the idea, 

the GMAT will also talk about what ideas actually say.   For what idea is actually saying, the 

thought embodied in it — this is tricky. If we are going to name only a single noun, then we 

can use the prepositions “about” or “of”, or the participle “concerning,” but if we are going to 

describe a complete action, then the GMAT doesn’t like cramming an entire action into a 

prepositional phrase — for this case, the GMAT would demand either a “that”/”which” clause 

with a full [noun] + [verb] structure.

Noun-only constructions:

����7KH�GRFWULQH�RI�WKH�3URSKHW�0XKDPPDG̵V�XQLTXH�VWDWXV�DPRQJ�SURSKHWV�̿�
����7KH�GRFWULQH�DERXW�&KULVW̵V�KXPDQ�DQG�GLYLQH�QDWXUHV�̿�
����7KH�WHDFKLQJ�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�DIWHUOLIH�̿�
����7KH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�GHSWK�SV\FKRORJ\��̿�
����7KH�LGHD�RI�K\GURVWDWLF�HTXLOLEULXP�̿�
����7KH�SULQFLSOH�RI�OHDVW�DFWLRQ�̿�

Full clause constructions:

����7KH�GRFWULQH�WKDW�&KULVW�SUH�H[LVWHG�IURP�DOO�HWHUQLW\
����7KH�WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�WKH�%XGGKD��LQ�KLV�ͤUVW�VHUPRQ��̸WXUQHG̹�WKH�ZKHHO�RI�'KDUPD
����7KH�D[LRP�E\�ZKLFK�WKH�JHRPHWULF�VSDFH�EHFRPHV�(XFOLGHDQ
����7KH�LGHD�WKDW�KHDYLHU�WKDQ�DLU�PDFKLQHV�FDQ�IO\
����7KH�K\SRWKHVLV�WKDW�)UDQFLV�%DFRQ�ZURWH�6KDNHVSHDUH̵V�SOD\V
����7KH�SULQFLSOH�WKDW�RQH�VKRXOG�FRXQWHU�YLROHQFH�ZLWK�WUXWK

content of the idea
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1) Many Magoosh users consider my friend Chris an authority on the GRE.

2) I consider Ted Williams the greatest baseball hitter of all times.

Both of those use this idiom correctly.  The structure of this idiom is

[subject] “considers” A B 

The noun A is the person or thing you are evaluating, and B is the rank or level or station or 

etc. to which you are assigning them.  In sentence #1:

A = my friend Chris

B = an authority on the GRE

In sentence #2

A = Ted Williams

B = the greatest baseball hitter of all times

Idiom #1: 
“consider” + noun + noun

3) I consider Margarette very intelligent.

4) Many unfairly consider New York City unfriendly.

5) The analysts considered tech industry stocks unlikely to rise before the new year.

7KLV�LGLRP�LV�VLPLODU�WR�WKH�ͤUVW��DQG�DOO�WKUHH�RI�WKRVH�XVH�WKLV�LGLRP�FRUUHFWO\���7KH�VWUXFWXUH�
of this idiom is

Idiom #2: 
“consider” + noun + adjective
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[subject] “considers” A B 

Again, the noun A is the person or thing you are evaluating, and B is the adjective, the quality, 
which the subject ascribes to A.   In sentence #3:

A = Margarette
B = very intelligent

In sentence #4:

A = New York City
B = unfriendly

In sentence #5:

A = tech industry stocks
B = unlikely to rise before the new year

Idiom #2: 
consider + noun + adjective

Notice, this is a very clean, simple idiom.  On the Sentence Correct, the GMAT loves to give 
incorrect version of the form:

someone considers A to be B
someone considers A as B
someone considers that A is B
someone considers A should be B

$OO�RI�WKRVH�DUH�ZURQJ���$OO�RI�WKRVH�PD\�VRXQG�PRUH�̸GLJQLͤHG̹��PRUH�̸IRUPDO̹��WKDQ�WKH�
VLPSOLFLW\�RI�̸VRPHRQH�FRQVLGHUV�$�%̹��EXW�LQ�WKLV�FDVH��WKH�VLPSOH�DQVZHU�LV������FRUUHFW��
and all these variants with extra words always will be incorrect on the GMAT Sentence Cor-
rection.   Keep it simple!

keep it simple
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

Conjunctions are joining words: they help to link together two nouns, or two verbs, or two 

larger structures in a sentence.  Coordinating conjunctions (e.g. “and”, “but”, “or”) simply link 

two words or parts — they can even link two independent clauses. Subordinate conjunctions 

(“because”, “that”, “who”, etc.) introduce a subordinate clause, a dependent clause.  One 

unique feature of English is a third category, the correlative conjunctions — each is a pair of 

words or a pair of short phrases, and although separated in the sentence they act together as 

an organizing unit.  How this work can be particularly confusing to folks learning English as a 

second language.

conjunctions

either A or B
neither A nor B
both A and B
not A but B
not only A but also B
not just A but also B
not so much A as B
between A and B
just as A, so B
for every A, B

7KH�ͤUVW�WZR�DUH�̸DOO�SXUSRVH̹�LQ�WKH�VHQVH�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�MRLQ�WZR�LQGLYLGXDO�ZRUGV��WZR�
nouns, two verbs, two adjectives, etc.) or phrases or even independent clauses.  These are 

the most flexible in their use.  Remember that “neither …nor” counts as a single negative, so 

another negative with these would be a double negative.

correlative conjunctions

7KH�QH[W�ͤYH�UHTXLUH�VRPH�FRPPHQWV�

both A and B
not A but B
not only A but also B

contrast and joining
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not just A but also B
not so much A as B

These can contrast single nouns or single verbs, but it’s much more likely for the GMAT to 
XVH�WKHP�WR�VHW�LQ�SDUDOOHO�WZR�RI�D�PRUH�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�VWUXFWXUH��YHUE�SKUDVH��LQͤQLWLYHV��
participial phrase, gerund, etc.)   None of these are used to link two independent clauses.

Both A and B VLPSO\�DIͤUPV�ERWK�HOHPHQWV�HTXDOO\��ZKHUHDV�not A but B QHJDWHV�WKH�ͤUVW�DQG�
DIͤUPV�WKH�VHFRQG���7KH�QH[W�WZR��not only A but also B and not just A but also B, also 
DIͤUPV�ERWK�HOHPHQWV��EXW�ZLWK�WKH�FRQQRWDWLRQV�WKDW�$�LV�PRUH�H[SHFWHG�RU�PRUH�WDNHQ�IRU�
granted and B is more of a surprise or something additional.

1) Beethoven was not only a great composer but also an electrifying pianist, according to 
contemporary accounts.

7KH�ͤUVW��̸JUHDW�FRPSRVHU̹��LV�H[SHFWHG�̱�DQ\RQH�ZKR�KDV�KHDUG�RI�%HHWKRYHQ�NQRZV�KH̵V�D�
composer.  The second may come as a surprise to folks who are not particularly familiar with 
his biography.  This why the “not only … but also” idiom is more appropriate here than the 
“both … and” would be.

Be careful not to conflate these idioms —- typical GMAT mistake patterns include “not … but 
also” and “not only  … but”.  Make sure you know exactly how to use these.

7KH�ͤQDO�RQH�LV�WKH�PRVW�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�RI�WKHVH�ͤYH��not so much A as B.  It demonstrates a 
difference in degree: whatever is being asserted, A is true or relevant, but it is less true or less 
relevant, and B is more so by comparison.  This is used for nouns primarily for nouns, 
QRXQ�OLNH�SKUDVH��LQͤQLWLYHV�	�JHUXQGV���SUHSRVLWLRQDO�SKUDVH�RU�SDUWLFLSLDO�SKUDVHV�

2) The CEO wants to organize a new division around these six products, not so much to 
promote the sales of these six as to establish a foothold in a new market sector.

3) In composing the Bill of Rights, the Founding Fathers valued not so much defending the 
rights of criminals as protecting any innocent person from unjust punishment.

���,URQLFDOO\��&ROXPEXV�LV�UHPHPEHUHG�QRW�VR�PXFK�IRU�KLV�RULJLQDO�JRDO��ͤQGLQJ�WKH�VHD�URXWH�
to Asia, as for his accidental discovery, North America.

contrast and joining
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5) After his dramatic home run in the 1988 World Series, Gibson rounded the bases not so 
much running as hobbling.

This form can also contrast two verbs, with a format: [subject] “do not so much” [verb #1] 
“as” [verb #2].

6) Flying squirrels do not so much fly as glide in a long leap from tree to tree.

7KH�ZRUG�̸EHWZHHQ̹�LV�D�SUHSRVLWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��VR�$�	�%�PXVW�EH�HLWKHU�QRXQV��RU�
something that could take the place of noun, such as a gerund.  The word “between” appears 
most frequently on the GMAT in the constructions “difference between” and “distinction 
between.”

7) “The difference between the right word and the almost right word is the difference 
between lightning and a lightning bug.”  — Mark Twain

contrast and joining

This construction is used only to link two independent clauses.  It sets up a comparison, and 
it is discussed further in the idioms of comparison.

just as A, so B

7KH�ZRUG�̸EHWZHHQ̹�LV�D�SUHSRVLWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��VR�$�	�%�PXVW�EH�HLWKHU�QRXQV��RU�
something that could take the place of noun, such as a gerund.  The word “between” appears 
most frequently on the GMAT in the constructions “difference between” and “distinction 
between.”

7) “The difference between the right word and the almost right word is the difference 
between lightning and a lightning bug.”  — Mark Twain

between A and B
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

+HUH��WKH�ZRUG�̸IRU̹�LV�D�SUHSRVLWLRQ��VR�$�DQG�%�KDYH�WR�EH�QRXQV���,Q�IDFW��LQ�WKLV�LGLRP��$�	�%�
have to be concrete nouns.   This idiom discusses a correspondence, expressing the ratio 

between the elements of A and the elements of B.  It is frequently used in economic and 

political contexts.  In fact, this is a frequent idiom in GMAT math problems.

���)RU�HYHU\�GROODU�5RVFRH�&RUSRUDWLRQ�VSHQGV�RQ�5�	�'��8WLFD�&HQWUDO�VSHQGV�VHYHQ�GROODUV�

9) For every vote McCormick wins in the Midwest with this new strategy, he stands to lose 

two or three in the Northeast and in California.

10) For every 10% increase in the value of x, y increases 25%.

for every A, B
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PREPOSITIONS & IDIOMS

The word “if” is used for clauses that specify conditions or speculate on something hypothet-
ical.

���&RQGLWLRQ��̸,I�\RX�ͤQLVK�\RXU�SHDV��\RX�FDQ�KDYH�GHVVHUW�̹

���+\SRWKHWLFDO��̸,I�,�UHJXODUO\�DWH�P\�YHJHWDEOHV��,�SUREDEO\�ZRXOG�EH�KHDOWKLHU�̹

,Q�IRUPDO�ORJLF��WKH�FODXVH�IROORZLQJ�WKH�̸LI̹�FODXVH�ZRXOG�EHJLQ�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUG�̸WKHQ̹��WKDW̵V�
SHUIHFWO\�DFFHSWDEOH�JUDPPDWLFDOO\��EXW�QRW�DW�DOO�QHFHVVDU\���)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�ERWK�RI�WKRVH�
VHQWHQFH��WKH�ZRUG�̸WKHQ̹�FRXOG�EH�LQVHUWHG�ULJKW�DIWHU�WKH�FRPPD��DQG�ZRXOG�DGG�D�ELW�RI�
HPSKDVLV�WR�WKH�ORJLFDO�UHODWLRQVKLS��LI�WKDW�ZHUH�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�QHHGHG�XQGHUVFRULQJ�

7KH�ODVW�FODXVH�RI�WKH�SUHYLRXV�SDUDJUDSK�KLJKOLJKWV�D�SDUWLFXODU�FDWHJRU\�RI�FRQGLWLRQDO�
VWDWHPHQWV��WKRVH�XVLQJ�WKH�VXEMXQFWLYH���)RU�PRUH�RQ�WKH�VXEMXQFWLYH�PRRG��VHH�WKLV�SRVW���
7KH�*0$7�ORYHV�̸LI̹�FODXVHV�LQYROYLQJ�WKH�VXEMXQFWLYH�

when to use “if”

7KH�ZRUG�̸ZKHWKHU̹�LV�D�UHODWLYH�SURQRXQ��ZKLFK�PHDQV�LW�LQWURGXFHV�D�UHODWLYH�FODXVH���$�
̸ZKHWKHU̹�FODXVH�LV�DOZD\V�DERXW�WKH�XQFHUWDLQW\�LQ�D�FKRLFH�RU�DOWHUQDWLYH��DQG�WKH�FODXVH�
LWVHOI�PD\�VWDQG�DSDUW�IURP�WKH�VHQWHQFH��WKH�ZD\�DQ�̸LI̹�FODXVH�GRHV��RU�PD\�DFW�DV�D�QRXQ���
:KHQ�LW�VWDQGV�DSDUW��LW�LV�OLNH�DQ�̸LI̹�FODXVH�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�GHͤQLWH�FDXVDO�QDWXUH�KDV�EHHQ�
UHSODFHG�ZLWK�XQFHUWDLQW\�RU�LUUHOHYDQFH���:KHQ�LW�DFWV�DV�D�QRXQ��WKH�FODXVH�PD\�DFW�DV�WKH�
VXEMHFW�RI�WKH�VHQWHQFH��RU�DV�WKH�REMHFW�RI�DQ�HSLVWHPRORJLFDO�YHUE��WR�NQRZ��WR�ZRQGHU��HWF����
RU�D�YROLWLRQDO�YHUE��WR�FDUH��WR�SUHIHU��HWF��

Stands apart:

���:KHWKHU�\RX�VWXG\�)UHQFK�RU�6SDQLVK��\RX�ZLOO�HQFRXQWHU�DQ�XQIDPLOLDU�ODQJXDJH�LQ�-DSDQ�

���:KHWKHU�RU�QRW�,�JHW�WKH�UDLVH��,�DP�JRLQJ�WR�EX\�WKDW�QHZ�FDU�

when to use “whether”
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7KH�ZRUG�̸ZKHWKHU̹�LPSOLHV�D�FKRLFH��DW�OHDVW�D�SDLU�RI�DOWHUQDWLYHV���6RPHWLPHV�WKDW�FKRLFH�LV�
PDGH�H[SOLFLW��DV�LQ�VHQWHQFHV����DQG������DQG�VRPHWLPHV�LW�LV�LPSOLFLW��DV�LQ�VHQWHQFHV����	�
������:KHQ�WKH�FKRLFH�LV�LPSOLFLW��LV�LW�JUDPPDWLFDOO\�FRUUHFW�WR�DGG�WKH�ZRUGV�̸RU�QRW̹�DIWHU�
whether?

:KHQ�WKH�̸ZKHWKHU̹�FODXVH�DFWV�DV�D�QRXQ��WKH�ZRUGV�̸RU�QRW̹�DGG�DEVROXWHO\�QRWKLQJ�WR�WKH�
sentence. Consider:

�D��:KHWKHU�\RX�OLNH�MD]]�ZLOO�LQIOXHQFH�\RXU�RSLQLRQ�RI�WKLV�QHZ�FOXE�

�E��:KHWKHU�RU�QRW�\RX�OLNH�MD]]�ZLOO�LQIOXHQFH�\RXU�RSLQLRQ�RI�WKLV�QHZ�FOXE�

“whether ... or not”

1RWLFH��LQ�HLWKHU�RI�WKRVH��LI�ZH�UHPRYHG�WKH�XQFHUWDLQW\�RI�WKH�FKRLFH��ZH�FRXOG�UHSODFH�WKH�
ZRUG�ZKHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUG�̸LI̹�WR�JHW�D�PRUH�GHͤQLWLYH�FRQGLWLRQDO�VWDWHPHQW���:LWKRXW�
PDNLQJ�WKRVH�FKDQJHV��WKH�ZRUG�̸LI̹�ZRXOG�EH�ZURQJ�

Subject of sentence:

���:KHWKHU�\RX�OLNH�MD]]�ZLOO�LQIOXHQFH�\RXU�RSLQLRQ�RI�WKLV�QHZ�FOXE�

���:KHWKHU�,�ZDON�RQ�KHU�OHIW�RU�ULJKW�VLGH�PDWWHUV�D�JUHDW�GHDO�WR�KHU�

Object of an epistemological or volitional verb:

���,�GRQ̵W�NQRZ�ZKHWKHU�WKHUH�LV�LQWHOOLJHQW�OLIH�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�8QLYHUVH�

���+H�GRHVQ̵W�FDUH�ZKHWKHU�\RX�VHUYH�EURFFROL�RU�%UXVVHOV�VSURXWV�ZLWK�GLQQHU�

,Q�VHQWHQFH�������WKH�ZRUG�̸LI̹�ZRXOG�EH������LQFRUUHFW����7KH�*0$7�6HQWHQFH�&RUUHFWLRQ�
ORYHV�WR�WHVW�WKDW�SDUWLFXODU�PLVWDNH�

when to use “whether”
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7KH�PHDQLQJ�RI�ERWK�VHQWHQFHV�LV�H[DFWO\�WKH�VDPH���7KH�VHFRQG�VHQWHQFH�DGGV�WZR�PRUH�
ZRUGV�WKDW�FRQWULEXWH�]LOFK�WR�WKH�RYHUDOO�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�VHQWHQFH���:KDW�LV�*0$&̵V�RSLQLRQ�
RI�WRVVLQJ�LQ�H[WUD�ZRUGV�WKDW�OHQJWKHQ�WKH�VHQWHQFH�DQG�FRQWULEXWH�EXSNLV�WR�WKH�PHDQLQJ"��
$V�\RX�PD\�ZHOO�JXHVV��WKH\�IURZQ�RQ�WKHVH���'RQ̵W�H[SHFW�WR�VHH�̸ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW̹�LQ�DQ\�
FRUUHFW�*0$7�6&�DQVZHU�FKRLFH�ZKHQ�WKH�FODXVH�LV�XVHG�DV�D�QRXQ�

:KHQ�WKH�FODXVH�VWDQGV�DSDUW��DV�LQ�VHQWHQFHV����	�����WKDW̵V�DQRWKHU�PDWWHU���,Q�WKDW�FRQ-
VWUXFWLRQ��WKH�DOWHUQDWLYH�PXVW�EH�PDGH�H[SOLFLW���,Q����WKHUH�DOUHDG\�ZDV�DQ�H[SOLFLW�FRPSDUL-
VRQ�RI�WKH�WZR�ODQJXDJHV��EXW�LQ����ZH�DEVROXWHO\�PXVW�LQFOXGH�WKH�ZRUGV�̸RU�QRW̹�DIWHU�WKH�
word “whether”: the grammatical construction demands it.  This is the only case in which the 
ZRUGV�̸ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW̹�FRXOG�EH�FRUUHFW�RQ�*0$7�VHQWHQFH�FRUUHFWLRQ�

:KHWKHU�RU�QRW�\RX�OLNH�LW��NQRZLQJ�WKH�FRUUHFW�XVH�RI�̸ZKHWKHU̹�DQG�̸LI̹�LV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�
*0$7�6HQWHQFH�&RUUHFWLRQ���,I�\RX�FDQ�PDVWHU�WKHVH�GLVWLQFWLRQV��\RX�ZLOO�SHUIRUP�ZHOO�RQ�D�
TXHVWLRQ�WKDW�WKDW�EHIXGGOHV�PDQ\�

7ZR�UHOHYDQW�6&�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�WKH�*0$7�2IͤFLDO�*XLGH��ZKLFK�DSSHDU�DV�

D�������	�����LQ�2*��H��DQG

E�������	�����LQ�2*��H

“whether ... or not”
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“I wonder if you know how to use the word ‘whether’ on the GMAT.”

7KH�DVWXWH�UHDGHU�ZLOO�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�VHOI�UHIHUHQWLDO�HUURU�LQ�WKH�DERYH�VHQWHQFH���7KH�ͤUVW�
thing any prospective GMAT test taker needs to learn about this is the If vs. Whether split, so 

common on GMAT Sentence Correction.   Beyond this, there are characteristic idioms involv-

ing the word “whether”:

asks whether
question whether
wonder whether
depends on whether

All of these follow the same pattern.  The word whether introduces a substantive clause 

which describes the uncertainty in question.

1) The lawyer asked whether the client knew the suspect before the incident.

2)  The Congressional committee questioned whether the general had overstepped his 
authority in detaining the soldiers.

3) The baseball manager wondered whether his team would be able to rally from 5 runs 
down.

4a) The professor said he doubted whether most Americans could locate Afghanistan on a 
blank world map.

This one also could be expressed as a “that” clause:

4b) The professor said he doubted that most Americans could locate Afghanistan on a blank 
world map.

The last idiom can involve just one “whether clause” after the word “on”, or two “whether” 

clauses, one as the subject and one as the object of the preposition “on”.

5) The taxes a couple pays depends on whether they are married.

6) Whether a star becomes a black hole at the end of its life depends on whether its remain-
LQJ�PDVV��DIWHU�VXFFHVVLYH�UHG�JLDQW�VWDJHV��LV�VXIͤFLHQWO\�ODUJH�

7) Whether the state will be able to avoid a full-blown recession depends on whether the 
agricultural sector is able to rebound this year.
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easy
Choose the option that best answers the question.

The answer is B.

Try the question online and watch the video explanation: http://gmat.magoosh.com/questions/3225
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medium
Choose the option that best answers the question.

The answer is C.

Try the question online and watch the video explanation: http://gmat.magoosh.com/questions/3224
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very hard
Choose the option that best answers the question.

The answer is D.

Try the question online and watch the video explanation: http://gmat.magoosh.com/questions/3289
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